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E only test God gave to the original
pair of human beings, when He created
this world, was obedience. Tragically,

Adam and Eve miserably failed that test, and
because of their failure they passed on to their
children the inelination to sin. Their children
were not born sinners, but they had lost the
original tnlSt in God-the faith of Jesus-
with which Adanl and Eve were created.

Disobedience to the law of God, His
Word, brought the death penalty to the whole
human family. The only way God could
rescue them from that penalty was through
the Creator. Jesus Himself was to accept
their just penalty. See Ephesians 3:9; Colos-
sian' I: 16. "And being made perfect, he
became the author of eternal salvation unto
all them that obey him." Hebrews 5:9.

"Christ came to the world to counteract
Satan's falsehood that God had made a law
which men could not keep. Taking humani-
ty upon Himself. He came to this earth, and
by a life of obedience showed that God has
not made a law that man cannot keep. He
showed that it is possible for man perfectly
to obey tile law. Those who accepl Christ as
their Saviour, becoming partakers of His
divine nature, arc enabled to follow His
example, living in obedience to every pre-
cept of the law. Through the merils of
Christ, man is to show by his obedience tllat
he could be trusted in heaven. that he would
nOI rebeL" 71,e Faith I Live By, 114.

TI,e sin problem in tllis world created the
greatest crisis that God had ever faced in His
universe. The whole universe was in jeopardy.
Millionsofcreated beings in myraidsofperfect
worlds were now exposed to Lucifer's accusa-
tions against God and His immutable law.
Lucifer demanded freedom from God's law for
himself, his angels and all created beings. He
demanded to be equal with Christ, and to have
part in thecrealion ofthis world. SeeThe Story
ofRedemption, 13-19. As a result of Lucifer's
demands "·there was war in heaven." See
Revelation 12:7-9.

The great deceiver, Lucifer, became Satan
and was cast out ofheaven with those angels he
had deceived. Tragically, he carried the war to
this newly created world, and, at the fall of
Adam and Eve, became the prince of this
world. Adam became Ihe father of the fallen
race. ThedisobedienceofA\lam and Eve could
only becured now by theCreator's willingness
to accept their just punishment-death, eternal
death. Sec The Desire ofAges, 25.

PraiseGod, Jesus was willing to step into
the breach caused by their disobedience of His
perfect law! Christ would come into the world,
and, through ti,e working of the laws of hered-
ity, accept their fallen nature. See Romans 1:3,
8:3; Philippians 2:5-7. He would show what a
hunlan being could become by being apartaker
of the divine nature through the Holy Spirit's
power. He would show the universe of perfeci
beings that there was no excuse for Adam and
Eve's disobedience and that any man, woman,
or child, by surrendering his or her will to the
Creator, could resist all temptalion and live a
perfect life by ti,e powerofthe Holy Spirit. See
Colossians 3: 12. Listen as God speaks to us on
this important subject:

"Christ's overcoming and obedience is that
of a true human being. Ln our conclusions, we
makemanymistakes becauseofourerroncous
views of the human nature ofour Lord. When
we give to His human nature a power that it is
not possible for man to have in his conflicts
with Satan, wedestroy the completeness ofHis
humanity. His imputed bordce and power He
gives to all who receive Him by faith.

"Theobedience ofChrist to His Father was
the same obedience that is required of man.
Man cannot overcome Satan'stemptations withM

out divine power to combine with his instru-
mentality. So witll Jesus Christ; He could lay
hold ofdivine power. Hecame not 10our world
to give the obedience of a lesser God to a
greater, but 'IS a man to obey God's Holy Law,
and in this way He is our example. The Lord
Jesus came to our world, not to reveal what a
God could do, but what a man could do,
through faith in God's power to help in every
emergency. Man is, through faith, to be a
part<lker in the divine nature, and to O\'crcome
every temptation wherewith he is beset. ...

"The humanity of the Son of God is
everything 10 us. It is the golden chain that

binds our souls to Christ, and through Christ
to God." Our High Calling, 48.

Let us remember that Christ gave us a
perfect example of obedience 10 the perfect
law of God-in our fallen nature, without
sinning. Again, we must tum to Inspiration:

"I present before you the great Exem-
plar.... As really did He meet and resist
the temptations of Salan as any of the chil-
dren of humanity. In thi sense alone could
He be a perfect example for man. He sub-
jected Himself to humanity 10 become ac-
quainted with all the temptations wherewith
man is beseL" Our High Calling, 57.

Satan has coulllerfeited everything God
has done. He has coulllerfeited the gospel.
He has convinced the Christian world that.
in God's mercy and love, He will save US in
our sins. Sec Matthew I:21. But anyone
who accepts this counterfeit gospel will be
lost. Why? Because they have not submitted
10 the righteousness of perfectly keeping
the law by the same power that Christ used
in His perfect example of law keeping. '"For
they being ignorant of God's righteousness.
and going about 10 establish their own right M

eousness, have not submitted themselves
lInlO the righteousness of God." Romans
10:3. "Who is wise, and he shall undersland
these things? prudent, and he shall know
them? for the ways of the LORD are right,
and the just shall walk in them: but the
tldnsgrcssors shall fall therein." Hosea 14:9.

TI,e evangelical world has elaimed tllat
Christ abolished God's perfect law. Sec Psalm
19:7. This counterfeit gospel make:; the cross
ofChrist appear to be ridiculous. IfGod could
abolish the lawat Calvary, why not do itat Edcn
and save the suffering Christ bore by taking
Adam's fallen humanity and suffering the
death at Calvary which we deserved? Sec 71,e
Desire ofAges, 25. This counterfeit gospel has
now come in among Seventh-day Advemists
and is preached from some ofour pulpits as the
good news of lhe gospel. The terrible result of
all sin is tlHlt it demcmded the death of our
Creator,so He could become tllCRc-crcator for
tI,OSC only who believe and obey by the power
God provides through ti,e Holy Spirit. 0

Ron Spear, EmToR
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W E are infonned by the apostle
Paul that "God our Saviour ...
will have all men to be saved,

and to come unto the knowledge of truth."
I Timothy 2:3-4. But we are advised by
Jesus to ye in at the strait gate: for
wide is the gate, and broad is the way, that
leadeth to destruction, and many there be
which go in thereat: because strait is the
gate, and narrow is the way, which leadeth
unto life, and few there be that find il."
Matthew 7: 13-14.

Significantly, one of those who appar-
ently found the "strait gate' that "leadeth
unto life" was Charles Fitch. He had been a
Presbyterian minister who became involved
in the Great Awakening of the early 1800s.

'·As early as 1842 thedirection given in this
prophecy (see Habakkuk 2: 1-4) to 'write ti,e

vision, and make it plain upon tables, tilat he
may run that readeth it,' had suggested to
Charles Fitch the preparation of a prophetic
chart to illustrate the visions of Daniel and
Revelation. The publication of titis chan was
regarded asa fulfillment ofthe command given
by Habakkuk." Grear Controversy, 392.

In one of her visions recorded in Early
Wrirings, 17, Ellen White spoke of seeing
Charles Fitch in heaven after the Second
Coming, and refers to his having "preached
the gospel of the kingdom" before being
laid in the grave.

In the appendix to the book, the publishers
give additional informationaboutBrotherFitch:
"Charles Fitch,a Presbyterian minister,accept-
ed the Advent message from reading William
Miller's lectures and through his meeting with
Josiah Litch. He threw himselfwholebeartedly

into the proclamation ofthe expectedadvent of
Christ at the close ofthe 2300-year period, and
became a prominent leader in the Advent
Awakening.... He died a little more than a
weekbeforeOctober22, 1844. His deatil came
about through illness contracted through over-
exposure in conducting three baptismal servic-
es on a chilly autnmn day." Ibid., 298.

Recently, a Seventh-day Adventist inter-
ested in the writings of these early Advent
preachers, was going through the microfilm
in the Cleveland, Ohio, library when he
found a booklet that had been written by
Charles Fitch in 1840, a few shol1 years
before his death. This document was writ-
ten before the fonnation of the Seventh-day
Adventist Church and before Ellen White
had any visions. I believe it was providen-
tial that this document was found at this
time in history because of the nearness of
the second coming of Jesus, and because of
God's great love for the people of the Sev-
enth-day Adventist Church. His book ad-
dresses the controversy in our church that
has arisen in regard to the complete over-
coming of sin before death, with strong
voices coming from both sides. A question
of what really is the gospel has arisen from
this controversy.

God gave an answer through the writings
ofCharles Fitch, who Ellen Wltile clearly states
had preached the "gospel of ti,e kingdom"
before being laid in the grave. The question is,
Will we as Seventh-day Adventists pay atten-
tion to tllis providence of God, or will we be
like those referred to in the parable of the rich
man and Lazarus, "If they hear not Moses and
the prophets, neither will they be persuaded,
though one rose from the dead"? Luke 16:31.

Charles Fitch believed, after long study
of the Scriptures, that we mllst be overcom-
ers during our lifetime. This is what he was
preaching in the Presbyterian Church, when
he was approached by a delegation of the
Presbytery. He received the following ques-
tions to which an answer was requested:
"I. Do you believe that the Bible teach-

es, men arc perfect in holiness in this life?
(I ask no more than yes or no.)

"2. What cases or characters were with-
OUl sin ill Bible history, except Christ?
(Merely name them.)

"3. Of all among the martyrs, whose
memories have corne down to us, how many
do you find perfect?

"4. ln modem times, have not the best of
men evidentiy been sinful more or less, and
have they not thought themselves to be so?

"5. In the circle of your acquaintance,
have those who claimed perfection, gener-
ally turned out as well as those who feared
always?
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The all-absorbing question with me, then, so
far as my own eternal interests are

concerned, is this: How shall I become obedient
to that high command of the most high God,
"Be ye holy; for I am holy."

"6. Are those around you who claim this,
more meekly and heavenly than others?

"7. Donot perfection people very frequent-
ly run into some palpable inconsistencies?

"8. Do you avow the belief, that you are
generally without sin, in thought, desire,
word, deed, or defect?

"9. And have you made up your mind,
publicly to teach, and defend the position, that
there are men among us who are without sin.....
Sin Shall Not Have dominion Over You, 2.

Charles Fitch providcd his answers in
the small booklet which has tecently been
published entitled, Sin Shall Not Have Do-
minion Over You. In the balance of this
article, J will give you a brief summary of
his answers as contained in that booklet.
May your heart bum within you as you read
his scriptural answers.

BrotherFitch initiates his reply as follows:
"In compliance with your request, and my
promise, I will now endeavor, in the fear of
God, and wJdersenseof nty accountableness to
Him, to give you my views in full, respecting
the points embraced in the questions which you
proposed to me. Ihope you will not consider it
in any sense improper that Igive you my views
at large on the whole subject, instead ofamere
categorical answer to your interrogations.... J
consider the subject too great, and the interests
pending too important, to bedisposed ofin this
summary way....My design is, as far as in me
lies, to be full and explicit.

"But J fear that I might suffer much,
through the misapprehension of others, re-
specting my own impressions of truth, if I
were not to do something more than you
propose in your communication....

"I shaIl alsogive them [my answers], as far
as possible, in scripture language, that it may be
seen on what I rest my faith, and whether Ido,
or do not, pervert the Word of God.

"'Pennit me, then, to commence by saying
that I find myself, in my natural state, a
transgressor ofGod's most holy and righteous
Jaw; so guilty as to deserve to be 'punished
with everlasting destruction from the pres-
ence of the Lord, and from the glory of his
power.' 2 Thessalonians I:9. I also find
myself totally unable to make the Icast atone-
ment for one of aU my ten thousand sins. or
to find for one of them the least excuse or
palliation. In myself, I stand. and must ever
stand before the universe, a hopeless reprohate,
irrecoverably bound over the damnation of
hell. But I learn in dJe gospel, that the Lord
Jesus Christ, by His atoning sacrifice, has
rendered full satisfaction, to the justice ofGod
for my sins, and thus openedaway whereby the
punishmentofmy sinsmay beesc"ped, provid-
ed Ihave that "holiness, without which noman
shall see the Lord." Hebrews 12: 14.

"Theall-absorbing question with me, then,
SO far as my own eternal interests are con-
cerned, is this: How shall Jbecomeobedient to
that high command oftheMost High God. 'Be
ye holy; for I am holy.' I Peter I: 16; See
Leviticus 1I:44." Ibid., 3-4.
"0 help! is the cry that comes up from my

inmost soul. Is there, in the universe of God,
any way to save a p:x>r. lost sinner, from his

own love of sin? Any way to cleanse his
polluted heart, and fill it with holiness-pure,

perpemaI holiness; without which such
a one can never be received into heaven?

"With this inquiry, my dear brother, I
approach the Bible.... I know of nothing, on
which I can safely rest the belief, dUlt deadJ is
to be regarded as the means, or the time, of
s"nctification. Ibelieve that, as the tree falleth,
so it Iieth (see Ecclesiastes II :3), that there is
neither "work, nor device, nor kllowledge, nor
wisdom. in the grave," whither wego (Ecclesi-
astes 9: I0); and that if a man leaves the world
in his sins, he remains asinner forever. I believe
that this is my only probation, that I must be
saved from sin. or never see Goo's face in
peace. I believe, therefore, that my everlasting
interests are pending on the question. whether
God has made provision to save me from sin,
before I leave this world.... If there is no
salvation from sin before death, I expect to be
lost. Here, then, to make the whole subject
plain as possible, in the light in which it is
apprehended by my own mind, I will make
three inquires:

"I. Has God, in the economy of His
grace, made provision to save His people
from their sins?

"II. If such provision has been made,
can Christians avail themselves of it in this
life?

'·UI. In what way may the provisions of
God's grace become available, to save His
people from their sins?" Ibid., 6-7.

Brother Fitch then answers these ques-
tions with scriptural answers, part of which
I will here share:

"I. Has God, in the economy of His
grace. made provision to save His people
from their sins?

"I find it said to Joseph, by the angel, in
relation to the promised Messiah, Matthew
1:21: 'Thou shalt call his name Jesus [i.e.
Saviour]: for he shall save his people from
their sins.' For this very purpose, then, He
is my Saviour. to save me from my sins;
and this is just the Saviour that I need.

"When John theBaptist pointed out Christ,
he said, 'Behold the Lamb of God, which

taketh away the sin of the world.' John 1:29.
This is what I need, a Saviour to take away my
sins. We read also in the Epistle to the Ephe-
sians, that His peoplewere chosen in Him from
before the foundation of the world, that they
should be holy and without blame before Him
in love (see Ephesians I:4), [and] that He
'loved the church, and gave himself for it; that
he might sanctify and cleanse it with the
washing of water by d,e word, that he might
present it to himself a glorious church, not
having spot, or wrinkJe, or any such thing; but
that it should be holy and without blemish.'
Ephesians 5:25-27." Ibid., 7.

Brother Fitch also quotes Titus 2: 13-
14; Jeremiah 31:33; Hebrews 10:16-17;
I John 3:4-6.
Next, he draws the conclusion to his

first question: "I believe, then, that full
provision is made in the gospel to save
God's people from their sins." Ibid., 9.

The second question follows: "whether
Christians can avail themselves of this pro-
vision of the grace of God, so as to be
saved from sin in this life." Ibid.

Brother Fitch quotes from d,e first chapter
ofLuke where zacharias, being filled with the
Holy Ghost, prophesied that God's people
would "scrve him without fear. in holiness and
righteousness before him, all the days of our
life." Luke 1:74-75. Brother Fitch goes on to
say, "Now I believe, that he who serves God
without fear, in holiness and righteousness
before Him allthedaysofhis life, is saved from
sin.... I believe all this, on the testimony ofa
man filled ,vith theHolyGhost. Since1believe,
therefore, that God's oath can be relied on,
especially since Christ came on purpose to
fulfill that oath, and since that oath does pledge
the gnlllt ofwalking beforeGod in holiness and
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Weare, therefore, to cleanse ourselves from
all filthiness of the flesh and spirit, by the

promises of God. These contain the truth,
through which we may be sanctified, according
to our Saviour's prayer.

righteow;ncss all the days of our life, 1 am
bound to believe it. 1dare not sin against God,
by believing that God is not ready to be faithful
to His ooth; an oath, too, which Christ cameon
PU1]XJSC to fulfill. I read that 'he that believeth
not God hath made him a liar.' I John 5: 10. I
must not make God a liar by saying He is not
true to His oath.

"Again, when the disciples of Christ
said, 'Lord, teach us to pray,' (Luke 11:1)

He directed them to pray, 'Thy will be done
in earth, as il is in heaven: Matthew 6: 10.
If God's will is done in heaven by sinless
obediencc. we are taught to pray for the
same thing on earth; and I cannot believe
that Christ has taught us to pray for a thing
which He is unwilling to grant. Again, wc
are taught to pray that the very God of
peace will sanctify us wholly, and preserve
our whole spirit, and soul, and body, blame-
less unto the coming of Christ; and we are
assured that He who hath called us is faith-
ful, and will do it. Sec I Thessalonians
5:23-24. Again, 'If we confess our sins, he
is faithful and just to forgive us our sins,
and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.'
I John I:9. As faithful, I suppose, in the
one case as in the other. 1 know of no
reason for waiting for forgiveness or cleans-
ing till death." Ibid., 9-10.

Who Has Been Free From Sin?

At this point Brother Fitch speaks di-
rectly to the question asked, Who besides
Christ, mentioned in Bible history, were
free from sin? He uses his answer to show
that "Christians may avail themselves of
God's grace, so as to be saved from sin in
this life." Ibid., 10. He then quotes from
Paul, Peter, and John, showing that each
must have obtained the status of sinless
obedience before they died, or their writ-
ings would be meaningless.

Galatians 2:20-21 is quoted, and then
Brother Fitch says, "[ cannot conceive that a
man could usc such language as III is, who was
living day by day in sin. If a man is crucified
with Christ, he must be dead to sin, and such a
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one the Apostle has already told us 'is freed
from sin.' Romans 6:7. No man can say, I am
fully persuaded, 'I live; yet not I, but Christ
liveth in me,' who knows himself to be living
in sin. Nor can one who lives in sin say, 'The
life which I now live in the flesh I live by the
faith of the Son of God, who loved me, and
gave himself for me.' Galatians 2:20." Ibid.,
12. He gives other examples of Paul's writings
to prove his point.

In regard to Peter, Brother Fitch quotes
from 2 Peter I :3-4, and then comments, "I
canllot doubt that Peter had experienced in
his own heart what he wrote, and I believe,
therefore, that in being made a partaker of
the divine nature, through the exceeding
great and precious promises of God, and
'having escaped the corruption that is in
the world through lust,' (2 Peter I :4) he
did so abide in Christ, that he sinned not.
See I John 3:6." Ibid., 13.

He quotes several verses from Jo11l1-
I John 1:5,7,9; I John 3:5-6, 9-and then
he states, "I cannot doubt that 101m was a
man who reduced his own principles to
practice, especially as he wrote only what
he had heard, and seen, and handled of the
Word of Life, and therefore that he did so
abide in Christ, that he sinned not.

"Thus, dear brother, I have shown you,
conclusively, to my own mind, at least, that in
the economy of God"s gmcc there arc provi-
sions available to enable tJ1C Christian to walk
before God "in holiness and rightcousness
before him, all the days ofour life (Luke 1:75)
and so to abide in Christ that hesin not. See
I John 3:6. In doing so, I have given you my
views in full, respecting the anainableness of
holiness in this life, and the quest.ion whether
any have actually attained it." Ibid.

How Are God's Provisions Made Available?

Now, the third question is addressed: "I am
to consider how the provisions of the grace of
God become available to Ule Christian.

"Our Saviour's prayer was-'sanctify
them through thy truth: thy word is truth.'
John 17:17.

"By what truth is Ule Christian sanctified?
"1. Not by any precepts of the Bible,

through his own unaided efforts to obey
them....

"2. The Christian lIIay be sanctified
through the promises of God's truth. 'Hav-
ing therefore these promises, dearly beloved,
let us cleanse ourselves from all filthiness
of the flesh and spirit, perfecting holiness in
the fear of God.' 2 Corinthians 7: 1. 'Ac-
cording as his divinc power hath given unto
us all things that pertain unto life and godli-
ness, through the knowledge of him that
hath called us to glory and virtue: whereby
are given unto us exceedi ng great and pre-
cious promises: that by these ye might be
partakers of the divine nature. having es-
caped the corruption that is in the world
through lust. ' 2 Peter 1:3-4.

"3. Let me be fully understood, then,
that no man is ever sanctified, who relics
on his own efforts to obey the law. Such a
one frustrates the grace of God. He would
indeed be holy, if he loved God with all
his heart, and his neighbor as himself; but
this he surely will never do, by any unaid-
ed efforts of his own. It must be done by
the grace of God, and he most surely
frustrates lhal grace, who does not live
the life he now lives in the tlesh, by the
faith of the Son of God. See Galatians
2:20"21.

"We arc. therefore, to cleanse ourselves
fTom all filuliness OfU1O flesh and spirit, by the
promises of God. TI1CSC contain the truth,
through which wemay besanctified, according
to our Saviour's prayer." Ibid., 13-14.

Brother Fitch then asks, "1. What has
God promised? 2. How shall we gain the
fulfillment of the promises?" Ibid., 14.

He points out that he may look to the
promises in the whole Bible, since they
were made to Abraham and his seed, and he
is one of the seed through belief in Christ.
He then qUOtes many such promises that
speak of God making liS "clean," "have a
new heart,'" "put his fear in their hearts,"
"put his law in their inward parts;' "bring
us to love God with all the heart, soul, mind
and strength," and many other promises
throughout the Bible.

But how shall we gain the fulfillment of
these many promises?

"On this point I remark," says Charles
Fitch, .... that there is a passage which has
served me as a key to unlock the rich
treasures of God"s word; and which, for
some years, has been opening to me morc
and more the riches of the glory of Christ's
inheritance in the saints (see Ephesians
1:18), and which has done very much to
bring me where 13m, 'by the grace of God,'



"'X Till you, "like scattered, unbelieving Israel,
VV look for a Saviour yet to come," or will you
believe as God's Word so clearly states, that God is
here now in His Word and by the Holy Spirit to
give you the power to overcome all sin in your life?

loday. II is found in 2 Corinthians 1:20:
'For all the promises of God in him IChrisl]
arc yea, and in him Amen, unto the glory of
God by us.' By Ihis I understand, Ihat while
no promise of God is ever fulfilled to us,
except for Christ's sake, we may have the
fulfillment of every promise, for the fulfill-
ment of which we trllst in Christ; and that
when we trust in Christ, and receive for His
sake the flllfillment of God's promises, God
is glorified by us." Ibid., 18-19.

Brother Fitch quotes many promises as
examples, and then states, "'Through the
promises of God, then, we cleanse our-
selves from all filthiness of the flesh and
spirit, and perfect holiness in the fear of
God, when we believe in the Lord Jesus
Christ, that Ihese promises will be fulfilled
to us for His sake. Herein, it seems to me,
there is, in these last days, a great departure
from lI,e faith" by the church of Christ.
Ibid., 19.

Brother Filch addresses some of Ihe
individual queslions asked him by the Pres-
bytery:

"And now, dear brother, I will look
directly to your questions. You have al-
ready had abundant reply as to the ques-
tion, whether men are, or may be holy in
Ihis life. While I believe that there is little
holiness in the world, I believe there is
abundant provision made in God's grace
by which Christians may 'stand perfect
and complete in alilhe will of God' (Co-
lossians 4: 12); and I believe that in the
days of Paul, Peter and John, this grace
was fully available, through the faith in
Chrisl, for the fulfillment of God's prom-
ises-and no less so now, to all who will
in the same way avail themselves of it.

"As it respect' the martyrs-[ believe that
no man ever became a martyr for Christ, who
was not actually cleansed from all sin; beeause,
the giving up oflile whole world, and life itself,
for ChriSl'S sake, fully evince that such a one
must have loved Christ, with his whole and
undivided hc<'lrt. and must therefore, have been
frcc from sin." Ibid.. 20.

He points out that all who have claimed to
beholy have not been holy, blll their licentious-
ness should not be chargeable upon the doc-
trine which they profess to believe. "Themore
preciolls the coin, the more desirable the coun-
terfeit, to a wicked man. That the blessed
doctrine of being kept from all sin by faith in
Christ, will be counterfeited by ungodly men,
for licentious purposes, I have not a doubt; but
shall I, therefore. cast away the coin-themosl
precious that ever fell down 10 lost man, from
the exhaustless mint of heaven!" Ibid., 21

"And now, as to the greater safety of
those that fear always-f answer, that he

who trusts in Christ to be kept from sin.
is the man, and the only man. that docs
fear always. He not only fcars, but knows
that he never shall, in any instance, keep
himself, and therefore always flees to
Christ; while he who docs not fear al-
ways, does not trust in Christ, and there-
fore falls into sin." Ibid.

"If a l11an expresses to I11C his belief
that, through the operations of the Holy
Spirit upon his heart, received by faith in
Christ for the fulfillment of God's prom-
ises, he is enabled, to love God with all
his heart, and his neighbor as himself
(see Luke 10:27); inasmuch as r know
that God has promised to circumcise his
heart, to love the Lord his God with all
his heart, and wilh all his soul, I have no
right to doubt that the promises of God
are thus fulfilled in him, unless I see that
in his life he does depart from the right
way of the LordI as it is revealed in His
holy Word. But 'to the law and to the
testimony: if they speak not lor act not]
according to this word, it is because there
is no light in them.' Isaiah 8:20." Ibid.,
22.

·'You ask me, finally. concerning my-
self. Here, dear brolher, I speak with un-
feigned diffidence. I love to look at my
Saviour, and to hold Him forth in all His
fullness to my needy, perishing fellow men.
But in myself, aside from whatlhe grace of
God has done, and shall do for me, I find
nothing but the dark and perfect lineaments
of Beclzebub, the prince of devils. I speak
sincerely, my brother, I know that if God

should withdraw His grace from me, and
leave me to myself, there is not a sin within
reach of my powers, which I would no\
instantly commit and practice forever.

"And now, having told you what I think of
myself, tomy own shame, permit me 10 tell you
what I think of lI,e grace ofGod, 10 His praise.
God has promised 10dwell in me, and walk in
me, and be my God (see 2 Corinthians 6: 16),
and this I consider a pledge of every possible
good which He can give mc. Having therefore
such promises. I ex.pect, by trusting in Christ,

that they will be fulmled 10me for His sake, to
be cleansed from all filll'iness of the flesh and
spirit, and to perfect holiness in the fear ofGod.
Scc 2 Corinthians 7: 1." Ibid., 27.

"And now, my brolher, as to whal I
expect to preach, [ have only to say, that I
expect to uncover to my fellow men, just so
far and just so long as my God shall enable
mel this fountain which has been ·'opened
to the house of David, and 10 the inhabit-
ants of Jerusalem for sin and uncleanness."
Zechariah 13: I. I expect to do all in my
power to make my fellow men acquainted
with the "holy covenant" of our God, and
"the oalh which he swear ... that he would
grant unto us, that we being delivered out
of the hand of our enemies might serve him
without fcar, in holiness and righteousness
before him, all the days of our life. Luke
1:73-75," Ibid., 28.
Now, dear reader, how is it with you?

God has not raised Charles Fitch physi-
cally from the grave to speak to you, bUI
through his writings, his message-he
lives. He says, ·'The all-absorbing ques-
tion with me, then, so far as my own
eternal interests arc concerned, is this:
How shall I become obedienl 10 that high
command of the Most High God, 'Be ye
holy; for [ am holy.' I Peler I: 16; see
Leviticus 11 :44." Ibid., 4.

"Repent, and turn yourselves from all
your transgressions; so iniquity shall nOI be
your ruin.... For I have no pleasure in the
death of him thai dieth, "'ith Ihe Lord Goo:
wherefore turn yourselves, and live ye."
Ezekiel 18:30,32.

Will you, "like scattered, unbelicving Isra-
eL look for a Saviour yet to camel" or will yOll
believe as God's Word SO clearly states, that
God is here now in His Word and by lI,e Holy
Spirit to give you the power10overcome all sin
in your life? Time is short. Jesus is coming
soon. Will you be among the many who will
declare, "The harvest is pas4 the summer is
ended, and wc are not saved:' (Jeremiah
8:20) or among the few that COler in at thc
strait gate? Sec Matthew 7: 14. The decision
is yours. 0
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RVE you ever considered yourself a
blasphemer and worthy of God's
unishmcnt? Perhaps that thought

has crossed your mind at least once in your
lifetime. However, it is very possible that
you, as a follower of the Protestant Refor-
mation, might have concluded that such a
term would not apply to you in particular.
You may be thoroughly convinced that
the only being or institution on Planet
Earth to whom this expression applies is
the pope, along with the religious body
which he represents-the Roman Catho-
lic Church.

Probably you would try to prove your
point by explaining that the Papacy and its
priesthood, have taken certain prerogatives
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through the centuries that belong to the
Deity alone. And when any man or institu-
tion usurps these powers from the God-
head, he becomes a blasphemer.
Some of these divine prerogatives arc:
I. Infallihility
2. Forgiveness of sin
3. Selling up kings and rulers
4. God's representative on earth
As a true reformer, abiding by the prin-

ciple of solo scriptura, you would show
from the Holy Scriptures that:

I. Only God is infallible, "He [the loRD)
is the Rock, his work is perfect: for all his ways
are judgment: a God of truth and without
iniquity, just and right is he." Deuteronomy
32:4. "God is not a man, that he should lie;

IPreston Monterrey I

neither tl,e son of man, that he should repent."
Numbers 23: 19. All biblical references are
KJV unless otherwise noted.

2 Only Ihe Deily can forgive sins,
When Jesus healed the paralytic and for-
gave his sins (sec Luke 5:20), the scribes
and Pharisees did not realize that Jesus was
the Son of the Most High. Thus, they cor-
rectly asked: "Who is this which speaketh
blasphemies? Who can forgive sins, but
God alone?" Luke 5:21.

3. God is Ihe One who sels up rulers
and kings. "He [God] changeth the times
and the seasons: he removeth kings. and
selteth up kings." Daniel 2:21. "The most
High ruleth in the kingdom of men, and
giveth it to whomsoever he will, and selteth
up over it the basest of men." Daniel 4: 17.

4. The Doly Spiril is Ihe true Represen-
tative or Vicar ofChrisI on earth, "I tell you
the truth; it isexpcdienl for you that I go away:
for if 1 go not away, the Comforter will not
come unto you; but if [ depart, I will send him
unto you." John 16:7. "TheComforter,which is
the Holy Ghost, whom the Father will send in
my name, he shall teach you all things." John
14:26. All emphasis supplied unless otherwise
noted.

You would eloquently cite the way the
Bible had prophesied that such a blasphe-
mous power would come into existence:

"There was given unto him a mouth
speaking great things and blasphemies."
Revelation 13:5.

"He [the beast] opened his mouth in
blasphemy against God, to blaspheme his
name," and His character, which includes
His reputation. Revelation 13:6.

The beast (Papacy) blasphemed God's
name (hurt His reputation). The reader may
ask, How? Let me explain:

God's forgiveness has always been of-
fered to mankind freely. "Being justified
[pardoned] freely by his grace through the
redemption !.hat is in Christ Jesus. -, Romans
3:24. TIms the Lord can say: "1 will give
unto him that is athirst of the fountain of
the water of life freely." Revelation 21 :6.
The determining factor in receiving divine
forgiveness is OUT will-neither money, in-
tellect, social position, fame nor r.:tce will
make up this factor. Simply said, it is the
surrendering of our will to God's plan of
redemption. TIlerefore, "let him that is athirst
come. And whosoever will, let him take the
water of life freely." Revelation 22: 17.

Unfortunately, God's name (His reputa-
lion) was severely damaged by the papal
institution. The popes established the anti-
biblical system of indulgences; which be-
came very abusive and which was hated by
many who sought to be at peace with God.



There is also a type of blasphemy which
exists when we deliberately choose to walk

contrary to God's commands, and thus defame
or cast a shadow of misrepresentation upon
God's character.

It was this misrepresentation of God's
character by the Papacy and its priesthood
that led honest and sincere souls to abhor-
not just the abuses of these prelates-but
even Christianity itself.

I now ask the reader. Is the pope the
only blasphemer predicted by Bible prophe-
cy? No.

Other Blasphemers

The apostlc Paul tclls us that there
will be "blasphemers" in the last days.
See 2 Timothy 3:2. Therefore, the Papacy
is not the only blasphemer to be seen in
the last days.

Can you and I blaspheme God's name-
His character? Do we need to be associated
with the little hom of Daniel 7, the Papacy,
who spoke "great words against the most
High" (sec verse 25) in order to be consid-
ered by the Lord as a blasphemer?

Let us study the following Bible verses
and consider their application to spiritual
Israel today:

"Behold. thou art called a Jew, and
restest in the law, and makest thy boast of
God." Romans 2: 17. As Seventh-day Ad-
ventists, we consider ourselves to be spiri-
tual Jews. "Por hc is not a Jew, which is onc
outwardly; ... but he is a Jew, which is onc
inwardly." Verses 28-29. We also rest or
rely upon the law. We have been known
among the Christian community as a church
that solidly defends God's commandments.
We believe commandment-keeping to be
onc of the signs of the Lord's remnant
people. Sec Revelation 12: 17. Therefore,
wc often boast in our relationship to God.

"And knowest his will, and approvest
the things that are more excellent, being
instructed out of the law:' Romans 2:18.
Perhaps more than any other religious group
that has cvcr lived on this earth. the Sev-
cnth-day Advcntist Church, through a knowl-
edge of thc law in its broadest sense-the
entire instruction provided by the Scriptures
and the Spirit of Prophecy-has been guid-
ed to know His will. especially for the latter
days, and approve the things that are more
excellent for the salvation of mankind.

"And art confident that thou tllyself an a
guide of the blind, a light of them which are in
darkness:' Verse 19. It is our conviction that
"we have the truth" and know "His will" which
makes us feel confident to oc a guide of those
that arc blind 'md in spiritual darklless.

It is our finn belief that we have "in the
Law thc cmbodimcnt of knowledge and of
the truth" (verse 20, NASB), for a world
that is perishing in sin and error. It is this
recognition that has compelled us to be-

come "An instructor of the foolish, a teach-
er of babes." Verse 20.

NevertJleless, do we teach ourselves?
Do we preach to ourselves about the man-
ner in which we must conduct ourselves?
Are we breaking the law we claim to uplift
and honor? Sec verses 21-23.

It is our inconsistent behavior between
what we teach and profess, and what we

practice, which has brought disgrace and
dishonor upon the Lord"s name (His reputa-
tion).

"For the name of God is blasphemed
among the Gentiles because a/you." Verse
24, NASB.

Yes, brethren, we must be honest with
ourselves, and admit that we have not been
practicing as we should the precious t.ruths
that Christ has revealed unto us. Our failure
to live up to the light we have has been
considered by Inspiration to be blasphemy.

Indeed, dear brethren, we can blaspheme
God's Word by our behavior-by false ac-
cusing, lacking holiness, not being sober or
discreet, and so forth. Sec Titus 2:3-5. This
is a form of individual blasphemy against
the Lord.

There is also a type of blasphemy which
exists when we deliberately choose to walk
contrary to God"s commands, and thus de-
fame or cast a shadow of misrepresentation
upon God's character.

When we cultivate a spirit of competi-
tion (in sports or academics) among the
students in our educational institutions, we
are blaspheming the character of Jebovah.
We are not revealing the image of Him that
admonishes us through Paul: ""Let nothing
be done through strife or but in
lowliness of mind let each esteem other
better than themselves." Philippians 2:3.

When wc exercise any fonn of kingly
power, to lord over God"s hcritage, we are
blaspheming against the Holy One. We
wrongly portray the image of the Father,
who said, through His Son: "All ye are
brethren." Matthew 23:8.

When we encourage men to trust any
foml of leadership (in either denomination-

al or self-supporting lines) in a blind, un-
healthy manner, following their policies
without consulting the Word of God, then
we are blaspheming against Christ, who
taught us to depend on "'every word that
proceedeth out of the mouth of God." Mat-
thew 4:4.

To blaspheme is not limited to that which
the Papacy has done against God for eentu-

ries. We can also blaspheme against our
fellow men, just as the Jews blasphemed
against the apostle Paul. See Acts 18:5-6;
13:45.

As the Jewish leadership falsely accused
the apostle, and did everything they could
to harm his reputation and destroy his inde-
pendent ministry, we may also blaspheme
ministries which are striving to follow God's
directions-even though they may differ
from our own viewpoints or those held by
denominalionallcaders. Likewise, indepen-
dent ministries may blaspheme their fellow
brethren in the denominational structure
when they exaggerate mistakes and ascribe
evil mot.ives to the leadership because they
disagree with their actions. Thus we blas-
pheme their characters when we depict them
in a false light.

Blasphel11) in the Ne\\ Testament

Let us now define the terms "blasphe-
my" and "to blaspheme" in the original
language:

"Blasphemy" comes from the Greek noun
blasphemia (blasfemie). Scholars tell us that
this word means "abuse against someone, evil
speaking, wounding one's reputation by evil
repons, speaking injuriously."

To "blaspheme" comes from the Greek
verb blasphemeo which, we
are told, is derived from blaplo, which means
"to hurt". or "to injure,'" and pheme, which
means '"fame, reputation."

The King James Version sometimes
translates the Greek verb in the following
manner:

I. To Revile, see Matthew 27:39.
2. To Rail, see Mark 15:29.
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Tbeg of you for Christ's sake, let no hasty,
Lash expressions fall from your lips, let no
extravagant language be used, let nothing be
uttered that will savor of railing, for all this is
human. Christ has no part in it.

3. To Defame, see I Corinthians 4: 13.
4. To Speak Evil of, see Romans 14: 16;

2 Peter 2: 10.
5. To Slander, see Romans 3:8.
We shall now analyze each concept sep-

arately along with some statements from the
Spirit of Prophecy that deal with these con-
cepts:

1. To Revile: "To assail with abusive
language; vituperate."l

"We arc never to forget that we arc
representatives of Christ We are to usc no
carnal weapons when unbelieving and de-
luded souls come among us.... Not an
unkind or discourteous word, defensive or
offensive, should escape our lips or be trdced
by our pen. When reviled, \lie are not to
revile again. 'This is the victory that over-
cometh the world, even our faith.' I 10hn
5:4." Lift Him Up, 323. See also Teslimo-
/lies, vol. 2, 566-567.

2. To Rail: '·To express objections or
criticisms in bitter, harsh, or abusive lan-
guage"·!

Inspiration says, "Those who advo-
cate the truth can afford to be fair and
pleasant. II docs not need the human mix-
ing in. It is not for yOLi to usc the Holy
Spirit of God, but it is for the Holy Spirit
to use you...

"Be careful that you do not rail once.
We want the Holy Spirit of God to be life
and voice for us. Our tongue should be as
the pen of a ready writer, because the
Spirit of God is speaking through the
human agent. When you use that twit and
tling, you have stirred in some of your-
self, and we do not want anything of that
mixture." Evangelism, 172.

"I beg of you for Christ's sake, let no
hasty, rash expressions fall from your lips,
let no extravagant language be used, leI
nothing be uflered thal will SQ\'or ofrailing,
for all this is human. Christ has no part in
it. Let the ready writers be careful how they
use their pens, lest they may seem to cast
ridicule upon the positions of believers or
unbelievers. We shall find our only safety in
preserving the lowly spirit of Christ, in

making straight paths for our feet, lest the
lame be turned out of the way. The meek-
ness and lowliness of Christ must lake pos-
session of the soul." Testimonies to Minis-
lers, 219. See also ibid., 222-223.

3. To Defame: 'To damage the reputa-
tion or character of by slander or libeL'"

Let us consider these solemn ques-
tions: '''Is there no law of kindness to be
observed? Have Christians been author-

ized of God to criticize and condemn one
another? Is it honorable, or even honest,
to win from the lips of another. under the
guise of friendship, secrets which have
been entrusted to him, and then tum the
knowledge thus gained to his injury? Is it
Christian charity to gather up every floating
report, to unearth everything lhat will cast
suspicion on the character of another, and
then take delight in using it to injure him?
Satan exults when he can defame or wound
a follower of Christ. He is 'the accuser of
the brethren. - Shall Christians aid him in
his workT Testimonies, vol. 5, see also
ibid., vol. 8, 130.

4. To Speak Evil of: "God has forbidden
liS 10 think orspeak evil ololle another. .Speak
not evil one of another, brethren... .' James
4: 11. 1110se who act toward their felJow men
without mcrcy will oneday lhemsclves feel the
need of mercy.·' Review alld Herald, Octorer
29, 1901.

··Who will please God, and set a watch,
a continual watch, before the mouth, and
keep the door of the lips? Speak evil of 110
mall. Hear evil of no man. If there be no
hearers, there will be no speakers of evil. If
anyone speaks evil in your presence, check
him. Refuse to hear him, though his manner
be ever so soft and his accents mild. He
may profess attachment, and yet throw out
covert hints and stab the character in the
dark. ,. Testimonies, vol. 2, 54.

"I greatly desire that you shall follow
the directions that Christ has laid down. As
you do this, he will eenainly help you to
adjust the difficulties that exis!. He will
help you not to make dissension by magni-
fying little mistakes. The light that the Lord

has given me is that he will greatly bless his
people, if they willnolthink or speak evil of
olle another, but go directly to the one thcy
think is in the wrong, and in a kind, com-
passionate manner point out his mistake.
May the Lord help those who have learned
to criticize, to leam to think no evil, and to
speak only good words-words of comfort
and healing. Then they will rejoice; forthey
will have evidence thai they are laborers
together with God." Re,·ielV and Herald.
July 21,1904.

5, To Slander: "I. Oral communication
of false statemcnts injurious to a person's
reputation. 2. A false and malicious state-
ment or report about someone:'·

Slander is also a form of blasphemy that
hurts the reputation or credibility of some-
onc. God in His wisdom, forcsaw that man's
envy, jealousy, coveteousncss and desire for
vengeancc could easily Ic<\d him to slander
and bear false witness against his neighbor.
Therefore, He prohibited this practice with
the ninth commandment. Sister White com-
ments on this divine prccept:

"False speaking in any matter, evcry
attempl or purpose to deceive our neighbor,
is here included. An intention to deceive is
what constitutes falsehood. By a glance of
the eye, a motion of the hand, an expression
of lhe countenance, a falsehood may be told
as effectually as by words. All intentional
overstatement, every hint or insinuation cal-
culated to convey an erroneous or exagger-
atcd impression, even Ihe statemcnt of facts
in such a manner as to mislead, is false-
hood. This preeepl forbids "'"fry eIforl 10
injure our neighbor S repuwtioll by misrep-
reselltation or evil surmising. by slander or
talebearing. Even the intentional suppres-
sion of trulh, by which injury may result to
others, is a violation of the ninth command-
ment:' Patriarchs and Prophets, 309.

Searching for a Balance

It is not the intent of the author to
convey the idea that there is ncvcr a place
for taking a firm stand against crror. To do
so, however, may somc[imes involve expos-
ing a person's behavior or tcachings which
may not be favorable to his reputation.
However, the important distinction to be
made here is that in presenting reproof.
correction or exposing error, rather than it
being with prideful arrogance, relish or mal-
ice, the true Christian will always do so in
humility, with the spirit of sadness and as a
plea for repentance and refonn.

The Holy Scriprures prescnt several sit-
uations when Jesus and His apostles statcd
some things which could be interpreted as
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Christ's indignation was directed against the
hypocrisy, the gross sins, by which men

were destroying their own souls, deceiving the
people and dishonoring God.

being very damaging to someone's reputa-
tion. Let us examine some of lhem:

A. John, the beloved disciple, tells us
about Diotrephes, who loved to have the
preeminence among the brethren, and who
received him not; but who spoke against
him "'with malicious words: and nol canlent
therewith, neither doth he himself receive
the brethren, and forbiddeth them that would,
and casteth them out of the ehnreh." 3 John
9-10.

B. The apostle Paul wrote about Alex-
ander, the coppersmith, who did much evil
to his ministry. He finally said -the Lord
reward him according to his works. ,. 2 Tim-
othy 4: 14. He also refers to some who have
made shipwreck of their faith: "Hymenaeus
and Alexander; whom I have delivered UlllO

Satan, that they may learn not to blas-
pheme." I Timothy 1:19-20.

Some may wonder what it means to be
'"delivered unto Satan"? Some Bible schol-
ars understand the following: "As in 1Corin-
thians 5:3-5, this phrase refers specifically
to church expulsion, and was the last mea-
sure of discipline that a church community
could visit upon <In offending member. Be-
cause the offender had rejecled olle or marc
of the fundamentals of the Christian faith
(see I Timothy I: 19) he had, by his own
aets, really disfellowshiped himself from
the spirit and body of the church proper.
Because Ihere arc only two spiritual king-
doms in this world, that of God and that of
Satan, the person who rcnounces the ser·
vice or the kingdom of God automatically
enters the service of Satan's kingdom. The
church docs not actually make the transfer,
but ratifies the choicc already made by the
offending member."' The ..r Ad-
l'enlist Commellfary, vol. 7, 292.

Finally, Christ's own example provides
us with a most excellent balance. We see
His divine tactfulness in handling the self-
righteous Pharisee, Simon, whom He had
healed from leprosy. Christ could easily
have exposed and humiliated Simon before
those at the party he made for his Healer.
But our wise and loving Redeemer, while
showing Simon that He was aware of the
part Simon had played in the downfall of
Mary Magdalcne, refrained from revealing
this information 10 the general public.
Christ's action was redemptive in its great-
est essence for both Mary Magdalene and
Simon. It had been a private sin and He
handled it in a private manner through the
use of a parable. See Luke 7:36-50.

"As did Nathan with David, Christ con-
cealed His home thrust under the veil of a
parable. He threw upon His host the burden
of pronouncing sentence upon himself. Si-

man had led into sin the woman he now
despised. She had been deeply wronged by
him. By the two debtors of the parable,
Simon and the woman were represented.
Jesus did not design to teach that different
degrees of oblig3tion should be felt by the
two persons, for each owed a debt of grati-
tude that never could be repaid. But Simon
felt himself more righteous than Mary, and
Jesus desired him to see how great his guilt
really was. He would show him that his sin
was greater than hers, as much greater as a
debt of five hundred pence exeeeds a debt
of fifty pence.

"Simon now began to sec himself in a
new light. He saw how Mary was regarded
by One who was more than a prophet. He
saw that with keen prophetic eye Christ
read her heart of love and devotion. Shame
seized upon him, and he realized that he
was in lhe presence of One superior to
himself. ...

'"Simon was touched by the kindness of
Jesus in 1I0t openly rebuking him before tlte
gllesls. He had not been treated as he de-
sired Mary to be treated. He S<lW that Jesus
did 110t wish to expose his guilt fO others,
but sought by a true statement of the case to
convince his mind, and by pitying kindness
to subdue his heart. Stern denunciation
would have hardened Simon against repen-
({1Ilet', bill patient admoniTion convinced him
of his error. He saw the magnitude of the
debt which he owed his Lord. His pride W3S
humbled, he repented, and the proud Phari-
see became a lowly, self-sacrificing disci-
ple." Desire ofAges, 566-568.

Christ, in the story of Simon, did not
hann his reputation-what people thought
aboul him. However, there is another side
that is often overlooked-Christ's pro-
nouncement of woes to the Pharisees. See
Matthew 23.

"The interest of the people in Christ and
His work had steadily increased. They were
charmed with His teaching, but they were
also greatly perplexed. rhey had respecled
fhe priests and rabbisJor their illlelligence
and appare1l1 piety. In all religious matters

they had ever yielded implicit obediencc to
their authority. Yet they now saw these men
trying to cast discredit upon Jesus, a teacher
whose virtue and knowledge shonc forth
the brighter from every assault. They looked
upon the lowering countenances of the
priests and elders, and there saw discomfi-
ture and confusion. They marveled that the
rulers would not belicve on Jcsus, when His
teachings were so plain and simple. They
themselves knew not whal course to take.
With eager anxiety they watched the move-
ments of those whose counsel they had
always followed.

"In the parables which Christ had spo-
ken, it was His purpose both to wam the
rulers and to instruct thc people who were
willing to be taught. But there \vas need to
speak yet more plainly. Through their rev·
erencefor tradition and their blilldfaith in
a corrupt priesthood, the people \l'ere ell-
slaved. 11,ese chains Christ mus' break.
The characler of the priests, rulers, and
Plwr;'\'ees must be more fully exposed."
Desire ofAges, 61 1-612.

"ChriSl'S indignmion was directedagainst
the hypocrisy. the gross SillS, by which men
were destroying their OWI1 deceiving the
people and dishonoring God. Ln the specious
deceptive reasoning of tile priests and rulersHe
discerned the working of satanic agencies.
Keen and searching had been His denunciation
orsin; but He spoke no word') of retaliation. He
had aholy wnlth against the princeofdarkness;
but He manifested no irritated temper. So the
Christian who lives in hamlony with God,
possessing the sweet attributes of love and

mcrcy, will feci a rightcous indignation against
sin; but he will not be roused by passion to
revile those who rcvile him. Even in meeting
those who are moved by a JX>wer from beneath
to maintain falsehood, in Christ he wiJI stilI
preserve calmness and self-possession." rhe
Desire ofAges, 619-620.

Exposing thc deceptions, sophistries,
wickedncss, and abominations of satanic
agencies is not blasphemy. Even more, it is
our Christian duty to wam the church and

Conlinued on 27
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'·whirlwind-8175: a primary rool; to
storm; by impliciltion to shiver, Le. fellr:-
be (horribly) afraid, fear, hurl as a stoml, be
tempestuous, like (take away as
with) a whirlwind,

'"agilinst-5921: same as 5920 used as a
preposition (in thesingularorplural, often with
prefix or as a conjugation with a panicle

abO\:e, over: upon, or against. ...
·'5920: from 5927....
"5927: Prim. to ascend, illlransi-

lively (be high) or actively (mount); used in
great variety of senses, primary and second-
ary, literally and riguratively. ...

"'overflow-7857: a primary root; to
by implication to inundtue, cleanse:

by analogy to gallop, conquer. ...
"pass-S674: a primary to cross

over: used vel)' widely of any transition
(literal or figurative; transitive, intransitive,
intensive, or causative); specifically to cov-
er. .. ." Exhaustive Concordance.
All boldface emphasis supplied.

Verse 40 teaches that somctime after
1798 the northern king would sweep away
the southern king in a very powerful fash-
ion, while also ascending, in some sensc.

In previous anicles we have suggested
that Daniel II :40-45 is a prophecy which
waS dtjsigned by God to be a catalyst for
His peoplc's awakening at the end of the
world. We proposed that as a parallel to the
Millerite movement we should expect to see
repeated some of the events which tran-
spired under the pioneer movcment. We
referred specifically to Josiah Litch's proph-
ecy of the fall of the Olloman Empire as an
illustrillion of what impact the fulfillment of
prophecy has on God·s people and the world.

In connection with that historic event
and the prediction that some of the experi-
ences of the pioneer movement will be
repeated, we suggested that lhe recent fall
of the Soviet Union was a possible modem
counterpart to the fall of the Ottoman Em-
pire, with the exception that this prophecy
lacked the element of specific prophetic
time, and so God's people were not benefit-
ed by an advance public prediction of the
event. This proposition raises the question,
How did the king of the south begin as
France and then become the Soviet Union?

TIlroughout the ebb and now of history,
as marked out in Daniel 11, the kings of the
north and south rose and fell as ncw powers
emerged to overthrow the previous king-
doms. After 1798, the crown of the south
also changed hands.

France wore the crown of king of the
south in 1798 as it manifcsted the spiritual
characteristics of Egypt (atheism). Yet after
the French Revolution the philosophy of

Papacy, according to Revelation 17:1-6 and
TIle Grear Comrover5Y, 382.

We found that the word "push·' in the first
part of Daniel 11:40 means to "war against.·'
When Napoleon had ule pope of Rome taken
captive in 1798, the first clause ofverse 40 was
fulfilled: "And at the time of ule end shall the
king of the south push at him." We will now
take up the rest of this verse.

The next portion of the verse predicts
that the king of the nonh will"come against"
the king of the south "like a whirlwind;·
implying a counterauack at some future
point. However, not simply a counterattack,
but a mighty reversal of this war is repre-
sented, for in the final words of the verse
the king of the north "shall overnow and
pass oyer. ,-

We will see below that the word '·whirl-
wind" means to take away fearfully like a
stonn. This word is placed with the word
"against,'" illustrating not only a powerful
sweeping away, but also an ascendancy.

The final clause of the verse represents
that the king of the north will overrun and
remove the southern king, for to "overflow"
is to conquer, rush, or wash away, and to
"pass over" is to cross over or to overrun.

Let us examine Strong SHebrew diction-
ary definitions for some of the key words in
Daniel 11 :40:

-EDITORS

The editors send forth this article with
the desire thaT it will serve (0 bring Olit the
Bereon a/searching the Scriptures
daily lViril all readiness of mind ro prove
whelher these things are so. See Acts 17: II.
Witli our readers. we also look forward to
all even clearer understanding of Bible
prophecy as fhe scroll of world events con-
tillues 10 unroll.

AND at the time of the end shall the
king of the south push at him: and
the king of the north shall come

against him like a whirlwind, with chariots,
and with horsemen, and with many
and he shall enter into the countries, and
shall overflow and pass over." Daniel II :40.
Previously we identified the time of the end
as 1798. We noted that throughout Daniel
II, the power which controlled or did the
spiritual work of Egypt was the king of the
south, and the power controlling or doing
the work of Babylon was the king of thc
north.

In 1798, the power which controlled the
spiritual characteristicsofEgypt-according 10
Revelation 11 :7-11 and TI,e Greal COlllrover-
'y, 269-270-was France. And at that same
point in history the power which comTolled the
spiritual characteristics of Babylon was the
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recent historical record describing the fall of
1. the Soviet Union echoes the history of Clovis
as it identifies the military and economic pressure
supplied by the United States coming to the aid of
the Papacy to sweep away the southern king.

atheism began to grow and refine, while tJle
govcrnment of France moved away from
atheism as the fundamental principle of its
philosophy of government.

Beginning in the seedbed of France.
atheism eventually spread across Europe.
and even the whole world. Though growing
in its intellectual influence, atheism had
ceased to have a voice, for 10 have a voice
prophetically requires a govenunent.

''The 'speaking' of the nation is Ihe
action of its legislative and judicial authori-
ties." The Great Conrroversy, 442.

The king of the south is not seen again
until another nation fulfills the qualifica-
tions necessary to assumc the crown, through
exalting and incorporating the characteris-
tics of atheism into their government.

It is interesting to note that one character-
istic of atheism's work as a force in the history
ofnations is that it was always accompanied by
revolution, Beginningwith the French Revolu-
tion, 3theism placed the palace of the king of
the south in France; however. by 1917, atheism
moved the palace of the southern king to
Russia in the wake of the Bolshevik Revolu-
tion, In 1917, the king of the south came out of
exile llild continued its ongoing battle against
the forces ofCatholicism, SisterWhite impLies
t.hat these principles ofatheism would continue
and reach a higher state of impol1,mce than
$imply the French Revolution:

'"TIle centralizing ofwealth and power; the
vast combinations for the enriching of the few
at the cxpenseofthemany; the combinationsof
Ole poorer classes for the defense of their
interests and claims; the spi.rit of unrest, of riot
and bloodshed; the worldwide dissemination
of the same teachings that led to the French
Revolution-all arc tending to involve the
whole world in a struggle similar to that which
convulsed France:' EdUCaTion, 228. All em-
phasis supplied unless otherwise noted.

Tracing the history of the Soviet Union's
conquests through the following years is
enlightening in many ways. First is the fact
that as country after country camc under the
control of this kingdom, the primary mode
to accomplish such a feat was revolution.
The design of Communism was to infiltrate,
indoctrinate. and bring about a revolution.

Another aspect of this growth is that
almost all the countries which were eventu-
ally broughl under the umbrella of the Sovi-
et Union had previously been Catholic-<lom-
inated nations. One by one, Catholicism
was losing its power base.

As communism's revolutions spread
throughout theworld, the Papacy was provided
with a 1001 to identify the Soviet Union as a
common enemy of themselves and the United
Statcs. ntis common enemy ploy prepared the

way for the alJiance described in verse forty,
which is also the alliance morc broadly ad-
dressed in Revelation 13.

Verse 40 teaches that the king of the
north would eventually sweep the king of
the south away-"with chariots, and with
horsemen, and with many ships," Identify-
ing these prophetic symbols points to the
role of Ihe United States in this war,

We understand that ·chariots" and "horse-
men" are symbolic of military JX>wer in Bible
prophecy: "Then Adonijah the son of Haggith
exalted himself, saying, I will be king: and he
prepared him chariots and horsemen, and
tifty men to run before him," I Kings 1:5, "And
Benhadad the king of Syria gathered all his
host together: and there were thirty and two
kings with him, and horses, and chariots: and
he went up and besieged Samari(J, ,:Uld warred
against it." I Kings 20: J.

"Ships" are oftcn associated with eco-
nomic strength in Bible prophecy: "They
thai go down to the sea in ships, that do
business in great waters:' Psalm 107:23,
"For in one hour so great riches is come to
nought. And every shipmasterl and all the
company in ships. and sailors, and as many
as trade by sea, stood afar off, and cried
when they saw the smoke of her burning,
saying, What city is like unto this great city!
And they cast dust on their heads, and
cried, weeping and wailing, saying, Alas,
alas, that great city, wherein were made
rich all that had ships in the sea by reason
of her costliness! for in one hour is she
made desolate," Revelation 18: 17-19.

The king of the north (the Papacy) was
'"grieved" when it lost its political power in
1798, In Daniel 11:30, the emperors of the
Roman Empire had been grieved by their
inability to resisl the onslaughl of the three
homs of Daniel 7, rcprcsenting the Goths,
Vandals, and Heruli. France became the
first Catholic nation when its king, Clovis,
dedicated his nation to removing these three
horns. The recent historical record describ-
ing the fall of the Soviel Union echoes the
hislory of Clovis as it idenlifies the military
and economic pressure supplied by the Unit-

ed States coming 10 the aid of the Papacy to
sweep away the southern king.

Daniel 11:40 stales that when the king of
the north sweeps away thc southern kingdom,
"he shall enter into the countries." Tltis clause
pinpoints that the kingdom of the south would
be a confederacy of countries. That was cer-
tainly true of the former Soviet Union and its
many satellitecountJies.

Prophecy Fulfills

Sister White makes a statement which
will allow us to lest the scenario we have
just set forth against the testimony of the
historical record.

"Historical events, showing the direct
fulfillment of prophecy, were set before
the people, and the prophecy was seen to be
a figurative delineation of events leading
down to the close of this earth's history,
The scenes connected with the working of
the man of sin are tJ1C last features plainly
revealed in this earth's history," Selecred
Messages, book 2, 102,

As the "historical events" associated with
the collapseofthe Soviet Union were recorded
by the secular press, we find Ole history of the
ongoing war between atheism and Catholicism
described. The alliance between the United
States and the Papacy is addressed, including
the mililary and economic role played by the
United Siales, Incredibly, we find the authors of
these secular articles were frequently led to
choose words in illustrating their stories which
arc the same words found in the biblical
description of verse 40. God intends for His
people to see tJlut these "historical events" are
a '"direct fulfillment of prophecy," God would
have us recognize this sequence of evenls as a
wake-up call to Laodicea.

Confirmation in the Secular Press

'"Gorby's BowToThe Roman Legions"-
Tille in the U,S, News & World Repon,

"When Ihe Holy Roman Emperor Henry
IV decided to seck pardon of Pope Gregory
VII in 1077, he stood barefoot for three
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The meeting of the two men symbolizes the
end of the 20th century's most dramatic

spiritual war, a conflict in which the seemingly
irresistible force of Communism battered
against the immovable object of Christianity.

days in the snow outside the papal quarters
in Canossa, Italy. Gorbachev's concordat
with the church was no less significant in
its way." Time, December II, 1989.

''The Soviet president 'ssession Friday with
Pope John Paul II is the latest development of
a revolution in the Communist world that the
pope helped spark andGorbachev has allowed
to happen." U.S.A. Today, cover story, 1989.

"Until recelllly, the banalions of Marxism
seemed to have the upper hand over the

soldiers of the Cross. In the wake of the
Bolshevik Revolution of 1917, Lenin had
pledged toleration butdelivered terror. "Russia
tumed erimson with the blood ofmartyrs,' says
Father Gleb Yakunin, Russian Onhodoxy's
bravest agitator for religious freedom. In the
Bolsheviks' tirst five years in power, 28 bish-
ops and I,200 priests were cut clown by the reel
sickle. Stalin greatly accelerated the terror, and
by the end ofKhrushchev's rule, liquidation of
the clergy reached an estimated 50,000. After
World War II, fierce but generally less bloody
persecution spread into the Ukraine and the
new Soviet bloc, affecting millions of Roman
Catholies and Protestants as well as Orthodox."
7ime, December 4, 1989.

"In private meetings with heads of state,
back room consultations with dissident
groups and persistent propagandizing for
his crusade against tyranny, he [John PaulIn has helped bring about the greatest poli-
cy change since the Russian Revolution:'
Life. December 1989.

"His [Pope John Paul II] triumphant tour of
Poland in 1979, says Polish bishop, altered the
'mentality of fear, the fear of police and tanks,
of losing your job, of not getting promoted, of
being thrown alit of school, of failing to get a
passport. People leamed tilat if they ceased to
fear thesystcm, the system was helpless. 'TIlliS
was born Solidarity, baeked by the ehurch and
led by sueh friends of the pope as loeh Walesa
and Tadeusz Mazowiekc, who subsequently
became the Soviet bloc's first Christian Prime
Minister." TIme, December 4, 1989.

"In 1935 Josef Stalin, absolute ruler of the
Soviet Union, was given some unsolicited
advice. Make a propitiatory gesture to the
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Vatican, he was told. Pushed too far, his
country's Catholics might become counterrev-
olutionary. Stalin's great mustache amplified
his sneer. 'The Pope. And how many divisions
has he?' The <:lnswer then was that he has none.
TIle answer now is that he /leeds none. The
structures ofCommunism are crumbling to the
touch." Life, December 1989.

'The rush to freedom in Eastern Eu-
rope is a sweet victory for John Paul Il."
Life, December 1989.

The word "rush-, is the verb used to
describe the spread of this freedom. He
"shall overflow [rush] and pass through."
The word "pushed" was ehosen by this
author 10 describe the war that Communism
was waging against Catholicism.

"Of all the events that have shaken the
Soviet bloc in 1989, none is more fraught
with history-or more implausible-than the
polite encounter to take place this week in
Vatican City. There, in the spacious ceremo-
nial library of the 16th century Apostolic
Palace, the czar of world atheism, Mikhail
Gorbachev, will visit the Vicar of Christ,
Pope John Paul II.

"The moment. will be electric, nol only
because John Paul helped inflame the fervor
for freedom in his Polish homeland that swept
like brush fire aeross Eastern Europe. Beyond
that, the meeting ofthe two men symbolizes the
end of the 20th century's most dramatic spiri-
tual war, a contlict in which the seemingly
im:sistible force ofCommunism batteredagainst
the immovable object of Christianity:' TIme,
December 4, 1989.
"While Gorbachev's hands-off policy

\Vas thc immediate cause of the chain reac-
tion of liberty that has swept through East-
ern Europe in the past few months, John
Paul deserves much of the longer-range
eredit." Time, December 4, 1989.

Here the word "swept" is used, and to
sweep away is the definition for "come
against like a whirlwind." This event is
described as the twentieth century's most
dramatic spiritual war, while identifying
Gorbachev as the czar of world atheism as
synonymous with being the czar of world

Communism. Secular authors recognize
Communism as-atheism.

"The Triumph Of John Paul II-The
tide of freedom washing over Eastern
Europe answers his most fervent prayer."
Life, December, 1989.
The word "ovcrflow" mcans to "wash

away," as with water. Who waS choosing
the words for these secular reporters?

"Days of the Whirlwind" Title in News-
week, December 25, 1989, for an article
that is a chronology of the fall of Commu-
nism. The author thought the best title for
the article was the same word Daniel twice
used-to prophetically describe the very
same event.

Chariots and Horsemen
l"ln 198 J, the Communist bloc gal another

shock. A new American President, Ronald
Reagan, began fuHilling his promise to
lenge the Soviets, not placate them. Over the
next few years, he accelerated the mililary
buildup and announced the Strategic Defense
Initiative (SOl), a space-based system for pro-
tecting against missile attack. He backed anti-
Communist. rebels in Nicaragua, Angola, Cam-
bodia, and Afghanistan. And with American
tToopS, he liberated the island ofGrenada from
Communist thugs.

"TIle Soviets' confidence was shaken.
"The Western Europeans also pressured

the Soviets. NATO forged ahead with mili-
tary modernization. German voters spumed
Soviet 'peace overtures' and elected a gov-
ernment that voted to deploy new intenne-
diate-range missiles....

"'Military pressurc from America and its
Western allies had caused the Soviets to
flinch." Reader sDigest, March 1990.

With Many Ships

"Gorbachev has also gmsped the fact that
political and economic survival depends upon
the goodwill of tJle Soviet people, among
whom Christians have always outnumbercd
Communists. Gorbachev, moreover, needs the
cooperation oftheWest, observes FatherMark,
a refonn-minded Orthodox priest in Moscow,
who considers Gorbachev's program within
the U.S.S.R. 'a result of foreign policy necessi-
ty.''' Time, Deeember4, 1989.

"Ln the 1980s, communist economics,
always inefficient, went belly up. Before,
uley had lacked consumer and luxury goods.
Now perennial shortages of staples wor-
sened as well. When Soviet miners went on
strike in 1989, their demands included soap,
toilet paper, and sugar:' Reader s Digest,
March 1990.



World news presents that Catholicism allied
itself with the United States, using

economic, social, religious, political, and
military pressure to bring about the collapse of
Communism.

"ForGorbachcv, the fernlent in the Baltics
is shaking nOljust a small comer of the cmpirc
built by Lenin and Stalin, but the foundations
of the empire itself. The nationalities question
isa potent distillation ofmany othersigns, from
acnnnbling economy to violent ethnic clashes,
that the breathtaking disintegration of the Sovi-
et empire in E<lstem Europemay nol.slopat the
Soviet berdcr. As the economy deteriorates and
shortages grow, public disillusionment with
Communism and with Gorbachcv himself is
rising, and hostile republics, nationalities and
interests groups are competing more fiercely
for political power and for shares in the shrink-
iog economy. Corruption and crime are ram-
pe'1nt; miners and railway workers threaten to
cut off fuel supplies during the biuer winter;
Azerbaijanis cut the rail line to an Armenian
enclave in their midst; fanners hoard food,
leaving city shelves barc." U.S. News and
World Report, January 15, 1990.

The Whirlwind Begins

''In Poland the freedom movement was
born almost thrccdccades ago when the bishop
of Krakow sought approval to build a new
church. Whcn Communist authorities denied
his application, the bishop had a giant cross
crected and celebrated open-air masses. The
Communists lore it dO\V1l. TI1C church mcm-
bers replaced it over and ovcr until finally the
Communists gave up." Jubilee, April 1990.

Who was that bishop of Krakow? None
other than Pope John Paul II.

'Witl, the Pope's support, Solidarity (Pol-
ish Laber Union) was formed, and John
Paul II sent word to Moscow that if Soviet
forces cmshed Solidarity, he would go to
Poland and stand with his people:' Read-
er sDigest, March 1990.

"When Tadcusz Mazowiecki took over
in August 1989 as Poland's first non-Com-
munist prime minister in forty-five years, he
was asked if he was a socialist. 'I am a
Catholic: he answered tersely." U.S. News
ond World Report, May 21,1990.

"Last year Lithuania's two leading bishops
wcrc returned to head dioceses after a com-
bined 53 years of intemal exile, and the cathe-
dml in Vilnius. previously used as an art
museum, was rc.stored for worship. This year
the Belorussian republic got its first bishop in
63 years. nmt paved the way for Archbishop
Angelo Sodano, who oversees the Vatican's
foreign relations, to make the arrangements for
Gorbachev's historic visit to the Holy See.

"These concessions to Catholicism arc
only pan of Gorbachev's religious liberal-
ization." TIme, December 4, 1989.

"Three new Catholic bishops have re-
cently been named in Czechoslovakia. And

this month Gorbachev meets Pope John
Paul n during a visit to Italy-the first face-
to-face encounter between leaders of the
Kremlin and the Vatican. The sessions may
lead to legalization of the long-banned Ukrai-
nian Catholic Church in the U.S.S.R." Life,
December, 1989.

"The revival of religiolls freedom is ex-
pected to include lifting of an official ban on
the five-millioll-member UJ...Tc1ine Catholic
Church, which has survived undcrgrolllld since
1946 when Stalin ordered it absorbed into tl,e
Russian Orthodox Church. Winning legaliza-
tion for the Church has been a
primary aim of the pope·s. Officials in the
Soviet Union say they will clear the way for
legalization by permitting Ukrdinian Catholics
to register, as other religious groups arc now
required to do under Soviet law." U.S. News
o"d World Report, December II, 1989.

World news presents that Catholicism
allied itself with the United States, using
economic, social, religious. polilicaI. and
military pressure to bring abeut the collapse
of Communism. In spite of the wonderful
stories of evangelistic triumphs in Eastcm
Europe we can rest assured that the Catho-
lic Church is rapidly moving to reclaim its
former stranglehold upon those countries.
Our window of opportunity is indeed very
short, for this verse teaches that Catholi-
cism will overrun and cross over these coun-
tries as she "overflows and passes through."

Timemagazine. February 24, 1992,choocthe
title, "Holy Alliance," to discuss this coming

together of the United States and the Vatican as
they sought to bring down Conummism.

The magazine elaboratcs on the secret
nature of this alliance, and the closeness of
the Vatican and the leadership of the United
States. It draws the connection between the
Vatican and the labor unions. identifying
Solidarity as one of the main players in this
intrigue. It also labels the use of our mili-
tary, the CIA, labor unions. and finance, as
key tools in this collaberation.

"Only President Ronald Reagan and
Pope John Paul II were present in the
Vatican Library on Monday, June 7, 1982. It

was the first time the two had mct, and they
talked for fifty minutes....

"In that meeting, Reagan and the pope
agreed to undertake a c1andcst'inccampaign to
hasten the dissolution of the Communist em-
pire. Declares Richard Allen, Reagan's first
National SecurityAdviser: 'This wasollcofthe
great secret alliances of all time.' ...

" 'Reagan came in with very simple and
strongly held views,' says Admiral Bobby
Inman, former deputy director of the CIA.
'It is a valid point of view that he saw the
collapse (of Communism) coming and he
pushed it-hard.' During the first half of
1982, a five-part strategy emerged that was
aimed at bringing abeut the collapse of the
Soviet economy...

"[IJ The U.S. defense buildup already
under way, aimed at making it too costly for
the Soviets to compete militarily with the
U.S. Reagan's StnJtegic Defense Initiative-
Star Wars-bccame a centerpiece of the
stnJtegy.

"[2] Covert operations aimed at encour-
aging reform movements in Hungary, Czech-
oslovakia, and Poland.

""(3] Financial aid to Warsaw Pact na-
tions calibrated to their willingness to pro-
tect human rights and undertake political
and free-market rcfonns.

"[4] Economic isolation of the Soviet Union
and the withholding ofWestern and Japanesc
technology from Moscow. TIle Administration
focused on denying the U.S.S.R. what it had
hoped would be its principal source of hard

currency in the twenty-first century: protilS
from a transcontinental pipeline to supply
natural gas to Wcstcm Europe.

"[5] Increased usc of Radio Liberty,
Voice of Amcrica and Radio Frce Europe to
transmit the Administration '5 messages to
the peoples of Eastern Europe.

.. 'Like all great and lucky leaders, the
Pope and President exploited the forces of
history to their own ends. ' " Time, February
4, 1992,29-30.

An incredible part of this history is that
God, through Daniel, concisely described

Continued on [8
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MSES' work for Israel was almost
done; yet one morc act remained
or the aged leader to perform, ere

he should go to his long rest. "Avenge the
children of Israel of the Midianites," was
the divine eommand; "afterward shalt thou
be gathered unto thy people." Numbers 31 :2.
This mandate was communicated to Israel,
not as the word of Moses, but of Christ,
their invisible Leader; and it was immedi-
ately obeyed. One thousand men were se-
leeted from each of the tribes of Israel, and
sent out against the Midianiles. In the bat-
tles which followed, that people were de-
feated, with great slaughter.

The men who promptly and speedily exe-
cuted the divinejudgments upon those heathen
nations have been pronounced harsh and Wl-
merciful in destroying SO many human lives.
But all who reason thus, fail to understand the
character and dealings of God. In His infinite
mercy, the Lord had long spared those idola-
trous nations, giving them evidence upon evi-
dence that He, the mighty Jehovah, was the
God whom they should serve. He had com-
manded Moses not to make war upon Moab or
Midian, for their cup of iniquity was not yet
full. Additional evidencewas to begiven; clear
and distinct light from the throne ofGod itself
was to shine upon them.

When the king of Moab had called Bal-
aam to pronounce a curse upon Israel, and
thus accomplish their destruetion, the good-
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ness and mercy of God was strikingly dis-
played. That eorrupt and hupoeritieal gain-
seeker, whose heart longed to curse God's
people for reward, was constrained to pro-
nounce upon them the richest and most
sublime blessings. The Moabites themselves
eould see that it was the power of God
which controlled the avarieious prophet, and
compelled him in the most exalted strains
of inspiration to proclaim Israel God's cho-
sen, and His almighty power her protection.
Here the last ray of light shone upon a stiff-
necked people who had set their wills in
defiance to the will of God. When, at the
suggestion of Balaam, the snare was laid
for Israel, whieh resulted in the destruction
of many thousands, then it was that the
Midianites filled up the measure of their
iniquities. Then their day of probation end-
ed, the door of merey was to them closed,
and the mandate went forth from Him who
can create and can destroy, "Vex the Midi-
anites, and smite them: for they vex you
with their wiles." Numbers 25: 17-18.

Those who would eomplain of God, or
question the wisdom and justice of His
dealings with His creatures should realize
their own incompetence, with their finite
wisdom, to detennine what conduct is befit-
ting to the Judge of all the eanh. They
should make it their chief anxiety to so
conduct themselves as not to become sub-
jeets of His wrath, and should leave the

Lord to deal with the work of His hands
according to His own wise purposes.

Moses had been filled with grief and
indignation at the deceitful wiles by which
Israel had been enticed to sin and thus bring
upon themselves the wrath of God. In the
command to make war upon the Midianilcs,
Moses saw not only the justiee of God in
visiting His judgments upon the guilty, but
His mercy in giving Israel the victory over a
poople who were seeking by every hellish
an 10 accomplish their destruction. The Is-
raelites were to engage in this warfare, not
to gratify malice or revengc, but as God's
instruments, to do His bidding, being influ-
eneed solely by zeal for the divine glory.

Men do nol understand what they are
doing, whcn thcy pennit themselves even for a

to doubt the wisdom 'md benevolenee
of God-to regard as a speeies of cruelty the
judgments visited upon the stubborn and rebel-
lious. Few realize the malignity of sin. It is a
deadly leprosy, contaminating all who are
brought in contact with it. If men persist in
showing eontempt for divine authority, God,
who ereated them, and whose propeny they
are, has a perfect right to take from them the
blessings which they have abused. God-s narne
and authority as Ruler in the universe must be
maintained. Whcn idolatry is rearing its proud
head, when blasphemy and rebellion are
strengthening, then God reproves the sins of
thc nations, and the manifestations of divine



The offensive character of sin can be
estimated only in the light of the cross.

When men urge that God is too merciful to
punish the transgressors of His law, let them
look to Calvary.

anger which they had provoked come upon the
transgressors ofHis law. TheMost High deliv-
ers His word of doom, and chooses the instru-
ments to perform His will. These messengers
of God are required to faithfully perfonn tl,e
work appointed them, however repugnant it
may be to their natuml feelings. Sacred history
records no instance in which these men were
reproved for too great thoroughness and sever-
ity; but God has many timcs reproved His
servants for lack of faithfulness in executing
His judgments. In all this, God would teach us
the lesson that in the future judgment retribu-
tion will surely be visited upon every soul of
man that doeth evil, according to the deeds
done in the body. See Romans 2:6, 9.

God's method of dealing with sin is not
in harmony with the views cherished by a
large class who occupy a prominent posi-
tion among the professed followers of Christ.
Many of these men cherish sin, and laud the
benevolence and long-suffering of God, and
dwell upon the loving character of Jesus-
all mercy, all tenderness-while they pass
over the threatenings of God's wrath against
sin and sinners, and our Saviour's scathing
denunciations of hypocrisy and self-decep-
tion. It is those who have not a keen sense
of the exceeding sinfulness of sin that arc
ready to question the justice of God in
punishing with such severity t.he sins of the
Amalekites, Canaanites, and Midianites.
Those who love sin are unable to compre-
hend God's dealings with His subjecls.

In our day, as in ancient times, there is
disagreeable work to be done in reproving
sin. In this work, God uses men as His
instruments-men of determined purpose,
whom no threat or peril can intimidate, no
hardship tum aside from the path of duty-
men who will never forget their sacred
commission as servants of the Most High.
The Lord ealls for men to act promptly,
with the courage of heroes, and the firm-
ness and faith of martyrs, to tcar down the
idolatrous images that have usurped His
place in the minds of men, and meet the
amled force of wrong on battlefields. But in
all this there is no excuse for any to indulge
in harshness or severity to gratify lheir own
wrong feelings.

God wants men whom he can usc to
his own glory, either to bear reproof and
execute justice, or, with a heart full of
piety and benevolence, to carry light into
darkened homes, to speak peace to the
lroubled soul, and point the sinner to the
pardoning love of Christ. The great want
of this age is men fitted to do God's
will-men who will listen with praying
hearts for God's words, and will hasten to
obey His voice.

There are men full of zeal, who claim to be
doing God's wi:l, while in reality they are
governed by human impulse. They feci at
liberty to question, criticize, and challenge
everyone who does 110t act in hannony with
lheir ideas. They make themselves offensive to
God and to the people. They wound continual-
ly, and by their wrong course creatc in others a

spirit of distrust and hatred for God, because
He employs sueh men to do His work. But the
Lord does not give these men the great work
which they consider theirs. If Hedid, He would
give them grace to pctfornl it after Heaven's
order, not their own. Those who arc pcnnitted
to become coworkers with God, should ever
cultivate the feeling that in every plan and
work, they are doing the will of theMost High;
and that in any and cvery emergency, Gexl's
Spirit, not man's is to bear sway.

Balaam, having yielded himself to the
control of covetousness, and hardened his
heart by persistent rcbellion, had joined his
fortunes with the Midianitcs, and he per-
ished in the general slaughter. He had felt a
presentiment that his own end was near
when he exclaimed, "Let me die the death
of the righteous, and let my last end be like
his'" Numbers 23: 10. The fate of Balaam is
similar to that of Judas, and their characters
bear a marked resemblance to each other.
Both had received great light and enjoyed
special privileges; but a single cherished
sin, like gangrene, poisoned the entire char-
acter, and drove them to perdition.

While the victorious rsraelites com-
pletely destroyed the armies of Midian,
they spared all the women and children,
and brought them into the camp as cap-
tives. When Moses ascertained this, he
became alarmed and indignant, and thus
reproved the officers of the host: "Be-
hold, these caused the children of Israel,
through the counsel of Salaam, to
mit trespass against the Lord in the matter
of Peor, and there was a plague among
the congregation of the Lord." Numbers
31: 16. There had been a lack of thor-
oughness in executing the commands of
God. The war against Midian had been a

just retribution upon a guilty people, of
whom the women had been the principal
criminals. Had these idolatrous, licentious
women been preserved as captives, their
presence would have constantly endan-
gered the morals of Israel. The sympathy
which would spare these transgressors was
contrary to the will of God.

There is a sympathy for sin and sinners
that is dangerous to the prosperity of the
church at the present. day. You must have
charity is the cry. But that sentiment thal
would excuse wrong and shield the guilty,
is nOI the charity of the Bible. The friend-
ship of the wicked is morc dangerous than
their enmity; for none can prevail against
the servants of the living God, except by
tempting them to disobedience.

The offensive character of sin can be
estimaled only in the light of the cross.
When men urge that God is too merciful to
punish the transgressors of His law, let
them look to Calvary; let them realize that it
was because Christ took upon Himself the
guilt of the disobedient, and suffered in the
sinners stead, that the sword of justice was
awakened against the Son of God. It was to
save us from shame and everlasting con-
tempt that He endured the scorn and mock-
ery which the world heaped upon Him. It
was our sins that caused the Saviour of the
world such intense agony, pouring darkness
into His soul, and extorting from His pale
lips the anguished cry, "My God, my God,
why hast thou forsaken me?" Mark 15:34.

He was numbered among the trans-
gressors; He made His soul an offering
for sin, that in His righteousness the be-
lieving, repenting sinner might stand jus-
tified before God.

After all this, if man refuses to respond to
the great sacrifice which has been made to
ennoble and to s..'we him, if he obstinately
chooses the path of sin, will the great Judge of
all the earth excuse the willful transgression of
His holy law? Surely, everything that is noble
and generous in our natures mUsl respond to
such love as Jesus manifcstcd in suffering for
our sake. Itwas an unexampled humiliation for
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Him to take upon Himself the nature of fallen
man, and sacrifice His life for arnce of rebels;
and the manner of His death makes that
humiliation more apparent. He "bccameobcdi-
enl unto death, even the death of the cross."
Philippians 2:8.

Jesus was not insensible to ignominy.
He felt the disgrace of sin as much morc
keenly than it is possible for man to feel it,
as His divine and sinless nature was exalted
above the nature of man. We should never
entertain the thought that the Majesty of

Heaven. so holy and undefiled, was not
acutely sensitive to scorn and mockery, abuse
and pain. He asks the murderous mob in
Gethscmanc, "Arc ye comc out as against a
thief with swords and staves?" Matthew
26:55. This shameful treatment Jesus keen-
ly felt, yet for our sakes He endured the
mOSI ignominious and most painful death
which it was possible for mortals to experi-
ence; a death which was appropriate for the
basest of criminals was that which the Lord
of Glory suffered to ransom guilty man. Let

nOlle flatter themselves that they can contin-
ue in sin, and yet share in the great salva-
tion which Christ has so dearly purchased.
God is merciful and compassionate, but He
is also juSl. Let the cross of Cavalry forever
settle this matter. As surely <IS Christ, the
guiltless, suffered for the guilty. so surely
will the wrath of God fall upon the heads of
those who persist in their transgression of
His law. 0

Signs oftire 1Imes, January 6, 1881

ing this time period. The fulfillment of
Daniel II :40 is the first step of three steps
which arc necessary for the complete heal-
ing of the Papacy's deadly wound. TIle first
step is now past history. 111e historical record
of the war between these two kingdoms
confinns that it continued to the very end.
Thc ncxt area of conqucst for the Vatican is
the glorious land of the United States.

Possibly the most significant point of
verse 40 is that the Unitcd States has al-
ready fanned an alliance with the cncmy
which is preparing to bring her under his
control. This is an echo of how the Papacy
originally catne into the control of the world.
for just as Clovis surrendered his pagan
beliefs when he came to the aid of the
Papacy, likcwise the Unitcd States surren-
dered its Protestant beliefs when it came to
the aid of the Papacy. This is true bccause
to meet the definition of Protestant, onc
must protest popery, and maintain a firm
denial of any type of alliance with Catholi-
cism. We will address the consequences of
this alliance as we continue this series. 0

The Time of the End
Continued from 15

these events in just one verse, containing
only fifty words.

In his book, Keys ofTlris Blood, Malachi
Manin, aValican insider, goes to grc..,t pains to
illustmte that theattcmpled assassinalion oflhe
pope was viewed by John Paul II as divine
evidencc that he should bc the pope to ascend
to the throne of the world. The pope saw his
atlemptcd assassination as a sign from Mary,
confimling the message sent to the Catholic
Church and to thc world-through the super-
natural manifestation of the so-called "virgin"
of Fatima, Portugal. This miracle, and the
messagcs connected to it, arc the guiding force
for Catholicism as it prepares for the next
millennium of peace. The Fatima miracle has
specific infomlation concerning Communism,
Russia, and theconvcISionoflllCworld. Strangc-
Iy enough, tl'is miracleoccurrcd in 1917-the
very yC<lT of tl,e Bolshevik Revolution.

11,e healing of the deadly wound identi-
fics Ihe restoration of power to Ihe Papacy
as a geopolitical power. The Valican lost ilS
throne in 1798, whcn the king of the south
began a war against the king of the nonh. It
is also nOlCwonhy that the 1981 assassina-
tion attempt against the Pope-the king of
the north-was apparently ordered by the
king of the south-the Soviet Union.

In a caption connected with two photo-
graphs showing the assassination attempts
on bOlh the pope and Ronald Reagan, the
following statement was made:

-A Common Brush With Death-At
their first meeting, Reagan and John Paul II
discussed something else they had in com-
mon: both had survivcd assassination at-
tempts that occurrcd only six wceks apart in
1981, and both believed God had saved
them for a special mission. And both re-
ferred to the 'miraculous' fact that they had
'survivcd..

"In May 1981, before a vast audience in SI.
Peters Square, Pope John Paul was shot and
severely wounded by Mehtnet Ali Agea. There
was immediate speculation that thc Turkish
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gunman had been scnt by East bloc plotters
from Bulgaria, sponsored by the Soviet secret
police. Their aim: to silence the onc man
capable of shaking the foundations of interna-
tional Communism:· Life, December 1989.

-With the Pope·s support, Solidarity (pol-
ish Labor Union) was formed, and John
Paul 11 scnt word to Moscow that if Sovict
forces crushed Solidarity, he would go to
Poland and stand with his people. The Sovi-
ets were so alanned lhatthey hatched a plot
to kill him.... The Pope cautioned Solidar-
ity leaders, particularly his friend Lcch Wale-
sa. to proceed slowly. They did. In 1988
General Wojciech Jaruzelski, the Polish
Communist leader, went to them offering a
deal. Solidarity insisted on an election, which
it carried with somc 80 percent of the vote.

When the Communist government fell,
the impact on Eastern Europe was electrify-
ing." Reader's Digest, March 1990.

The final movements in the healing of
the deadly wound of the Papacy have be-
gun, and ironically, the reigning pope him-
self received a deadly physical wound dur-

And This Gospel of the IiingdoJD
by Vernon Sparks

With a biblical and Spirit of Prophecy expl!ll13tion
of the nature of man and his fall, this book leads the
reader into a clearer tmderstanding of the nature of sin
and of the human nature of ehri t. By bannonizing
what some claim are contradictory statements regard-
ing Christ's nature, the author shows bow Christ's
petfected character, while He was living in the "f1esb,"
is indeed the attainable pattern for all mankind-the
acruevement of wruch is essential for the ftnal and full
vindication of God's law and character, and the set-
tling of tl,e great controversy. A book to read, to
study, and then to share. Paperback, 5'12 by 8'12 inch
size, 153 pages. Only US $7.25. Ten or more copies
for US $5.40 each. See page 3 for srupping and tax
infonnation.
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An Editorial Dilemma
1;presentations which began inJanuary, addressing the prophecies

of Daniel and Revelation, created
an environment here at Hope Internation-
al which has become a testing ground for
study, patience, examination, discern-
ment-and more study. These presenta-
tions had been under consideration well
before January, but obstacles bave arisen
all along the way. Sometimes it is diffi-
cult to know whether an issue is an
obstacle to overcome or a door which has
been divinely closed.
One obstacle involves the study of

prophecy itself. The Lord purpo ely con-
cealed the messages of prophecy in order
to protect the divine messages contained
therein from the casual, unconsecrated
student. The concealment of prophecy
through symbols, parallels, signs, and oth-
er propbetic techniques, creates difficul-
ties for an editorial committee-in the
sense that it requires all to see at least a
majority of the revealed information,
though some members of the committee
have rightly spent their biblical studies in
other fields of truth. A new truth may be
quickly seen by one mind, but will
generally require much more time for a
group of minds. It has taken time to go
througb the process of evaluating these
prophetic messages-a process which
takes place here at Hope International
before information can be turned into
the printed page.
Another ohstacle to prophetic truth is

the variety of interpretations which are
blowing through Adventism today. Some
of these winds are easily identified as
false prophecy, but others are more sub-
tle. To guard against the influence of
these false ideas regarding the interpre-
tation and application of prophecy, is
also necessary before an article can be
puhlished.
Another obstacle is the priority of

information which should fill the pages
of Our Firm Foundation. Some interest-
ing prophetic trutbs, though true, do not
qualify as present truth. Top priority is
given here at Hope to presenting present
truth to our readers.

Yet another obstacle whicb confront-
ed us in this series was the broad depth
of its message. We not only recognized

the overall message as present truth for
this hour of history, but we recognized its
connection with many significant aspects
of the three angels' messages. The dilem-
ma here was how to share a message this
important, yet this broad, within the con-
fmes of a four to fi ve-page article-once
a month. Some have suggested that a
book would be the best format in which
to convey this message, and we agree. A
book is now in the final stages of produc-
tion; yet, if the primary theme of this
presentation is correct, if we are coming
perilously close to a national Sunday law,
perhaps taking advantage of the format
which Our Firm Foundation provides, is
an appropriate tool in which to begin to
raise the wanting.

Our next dilemma was the response
of our readership to the new series.
Indeed, we bave been receiving respons-
es. So far, the vast majority of them
have been favorable, but there are criti-
cisms which have come and which have
caused us to restudy and re-evaluate
our decisions. The majority of the criti-
cism received has been almost totally
from our brothers and sisters who un-
derstand that the book Daniel and the
Revelation, by Uriah Smith, is essen-
tially accurate from beginning to end.
We recognize the endorsements which
Sister White gave to that book; howev-
er, we have not understood tbose en-
dorsements to be blanket acceptance of
all Brother Smith's positions.
The minority of the criticism received

has been an expression of the view that
these presentations are speculative and
that the authors are dogmatic. I hope, and
believe, that this observation is incorrect,
but I do see wby some folks ntigbt have a
certain amount of reason to view these
articles in that light.

We recognize the difficulty which
we undertook when we decided to run
such a long series of generally nnfamil-
iar understandings within Our Firm
Foundation, which typically has not
emphasized the prophetic word. Our
avoidance was not because we do not
accept the prophetic word, but because
we saw the difficulties and dangers in-
volved in conveying prophetic messag-
es in such a limited format.

This series is ultimately designed to
demonstrate that we are on the verge of a
national Sunday law in the United States,
and it is for this reason that we chose to
run the risk of appearing to be specula-
tive. Some of the issues that we raised in
the earlier articles will not be soundly
defended until we get further into the
series, yet those points must be made in
order to maintain the integrity of the
overall presentation.

Some of the items presented may be
viewed as dogmatic for another reason. An
author must strive to leave room for ideas
in areas where that type of room is demand-
ed, and he should recognize his humanity
with all its limitations. In this regard, the
obstacle for the author to overcome is to
DOt be locked into concrete on every idea,
and yet, to strive to place the proper impor-
tance on the solemn issues which are being
presented.

Brothers and sisters, this presenta-
tion is solemn and importallt in its
significance. This presentation is a
wake-up call alerting us to the nearness
of the time which we have been told
would "come as an overwhelming sur-
prise." We pray that you will consider
onr dilemma in presenting this infor-
mation, and support uS with a little
latitude as this material continues to
unfold, for, if our conclusions are cor-
rect, the ability to sbare this type of
information will reach another obstacle
very soon. That obstacle will be the
attack which comes from laws which
will be written by a government that
has gone far in grasping hands with
Roman Catholicism-and will begin to
earnestly speak as a dragon.

We would appreciate your comments,
observations, and questions, as well as
your criticisms. We would ask though,
when sending the criticisms, that you be
specific about your issue, in order that
we may accurately address your concern.
We also ask for your patience as we
prayerfully research the response to your
input.
May the Holy Spirit bless us all and

enlighten our minds as we study these
vital end-time prophecies. 0

JetT Pippenger, ASSOCIATE EnlToR
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Knowing Gods Will, Part 3

Vernon Shafer is reTired and writes from Coflegt!
Place, Washington.

Being Open to Learning

"'Wehavcmany lessons to learn, and many,
many to unlearn. God and heaven alone arc
infallible. Those who think that they will never
have occasion to give up a cherished view,

Psalm 146:3. Incidentally, the Hebrew
word from which that word "help" is
translated also conveys the idea of deliv-
erance, salvation or victory. The Psalmist
is telling us that we should beware of
putting our trust in men, or of depending
on them, because they do not have the
power to deliver us from the clutches of
sin and Satan, our mortal spiritual enemy.

Ellen White says it this way, "Let all
look to God, trust in Him, and believe fully
in His power. Yoke up with Christ, and not
with men; for men have no power to keep
you from falling." Ibid., 1620.

Here we are faced with an apparent
dilemma. At first glance it seems that we
arc being given conflicting counsel. h is
not uncommon in situations like this, for
a person with strong convictions on one
point of view, to collect only those Bible
and Spirit of Prophecy statements that
appear to support his ideas. Such a per·
son may totally disregard often volumi·
nous counsel that balances this view with
a much broader, comprehensive perspec-
tive on the subjcct, giving us a marc
complete understanding of God's will and
purpose for us. So it is with this topic.
Where we find what appears to be state-
ments that are in conflict with each other
it is of vital importance that we carefully
study all that the Lord has revealed to us
on the subject. With closer investigation,
I believe it will become clear that there is
a basic harmony between two very impor-
tant principles that are critical to our spir-
itual growth and welfare.

The first is that when we subdue self,
and confidence in our own wisdom and
power, we will become leachable and open
to learning. And in this, t.here arc indeed
persons who can be of great help to us. But
we will also discover that God has defined,
quite specifically, very special qualifications
that these counselors must have.

The second principle tells us that, though
we need to be humble and open to learning
ITom others, we arc decidedly wamed against
putting such tmst and confidence in others
that we tend to lean and depend upon them
in place of making God our only Source of
direction and strength.

IVernon Shafer I

whole. My brother, you should learn that
wherever you are in God's service, other
minds besides yours should be brought
into connection with the work. You will
desire to do things that in your judgment
should be done. But your will is not
always to be followed. On some lines
other minds may be more capable of giv-
ing wise counsel than is yours; therefore
you need to counsel with your brethren.
In your board meetings let the other mem-
bers fully express their minds. Do not
regard your judgment as fully sufficient
to decide matters without any other voice.-·
Ellen G. White 1888 Materials, 1787

That sounds like solid counsel. We
should be open and teachable. But the
Bible is just as emphatic thai we must usc
great caution in depending on the advice
of friends or well-meaning counselors.
David advises us that, "It is better to trust
in the LORD than to put confidence in
man. It is better to trust in the LORD than
to put confidence in princes. n Psalm
t 18:8-9. Again the Psalmist warns us,
"Put not your trust in princes, nor in the
son of man, in whom there is no help."
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I F we are to follow God's Word in seek-
ing to J...'llOW His will in regard to the
important decisions we have to face in

life, we must deaJ with the question of how
we should relate to the counsel of others. In
Proverbs /2:15 we are lold that, "TIle way of
a fool is right in his own eyes: but he that
hearkencth unto counsel is wisc." That would
certainly tell us that it is important to talk with
other people. In Proverbs II: 14-a text Ellen
White referred to frequently-we are advised
that "Where no cowlSCl is, the people fall: but
in the multitude of eounsellOls there is safety."
Again, in Proverbs 15:22 we arc told that,
I'Without counsel purposes are disappointed:
but in the multitude of counsellors they arc
established." Proverbs 19:20 reads this way:
"Hear counsel, and receive inSlmction, that
thou maycst be wise in thy latter end.'"

Now that is co=1 lTom God's Word. It
must mean that we really ought to pay some
attention and talk to other people about our
plans and decisions. Ellen White wrote a
tremendous amount on this particular subject.
Let me share a bit of this advice:

"'Every worker needs to guard himself
against thinking that he is a complete
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YOUmust not walk independently ofall
counsel. It is your duty to counsel with your

brethren. Thismay touch your pride, but the humility
ofa mind taught by the Holy Spirit will listen to

and will banish all self-confidence.

never have to change an opinion, will be
disappointed. As long as we hold to our own
ideas and opinions with deternlined persisten-
cy, we cannot have the unity for which Christ
prayed." 7estimonies 10 Ministers, 30.

A Christian friend may remind us of
principles in God's Word that we may have
overlooked, or even point out to us some
tendency or habit in our own character in
which we have not been obedient to in-
struction the Lord has alrccldy given. Some-
times they may help us sec how some of
our own prejudices or selfish desires may
be getting in the way of our clear vision of
God's leading. Though at times their words
may be hard to accept, such a person is
indeed a true and loving friend.

Sometime before his death, my father
was telling about his early experiences as a
young ministerial intern under the tutelage
of an older, more cxperienced evangelist.
While trdveling together one day. fathcr was
telling this man about the wonderful family
he had. He related with pride how when he
came homc, my mother was always ready to
wait on him and look after his wishes. The
children were taught that the largest piece
of dessert was always left for Daddy, and so
forth. Then tuming to his friend he queried,
"Don't you think that's wonderful?"

"Why, I think it is awful!" His friend
replied.

"But, but why? In what way?" father
gulped in shock and dismay.

"Why, it's one of tllC most selfish things
I'vc heard. Have you ever thought of thc
example of selfishness that you are daily
demonstrating to your family?"'

Of course, he had not. And in the telling,
fatllerstill keenly recalled the shockandguilty
humiliation that had blasted into his awareness
as he beeame conscious of the truth that had
just been kindly pointed out to him. He realized
how he had only been thinking of himself,
wanting to be catered to, rather than thinking
how he might serve others. It wac; a painful
realization that caLlcd for confcssion and a
sincere pctition for forgiveness and strength in
the struggle to overcome this trait in his char-
acter. For all his life, father regarded that elder
minister as a very special Christian friend.

The Lord has ulStrueted us tllat, "We must
bewilling to take advice and caution from our
fellow laborers."Testimonies to Ministers, 500.

Sometimes our own stubborn nature can
get in the way of not only our relations with
our fellow men but with God as well. At
times such barriers may call for rather point-
ed counsel. Note the following case where
the Lord's messenger counsels:

"You, my sister, will prove a trial to
God's people unlcss yOll are willing to

learn, willing to bc counseled. You must
not continue to feel that you know it all.
You have much yet to learn before you
can be perfect before God. The sweetest
and best lesson to be learned will be that
of humility. 'Learn of me,' says the hum-
ble Nazarene; 'for I am meek and lowly
in heart: and ye shall find rest unto your
souls.' Matthew II :29. This lesson of

meekness, forbearance, patience, and love
you have yet to learn and practice. You
can be a blessing. You can help such as
need help; but you must lay down your
measuring tape, for that is not for you to
usc. One who is unerring in judgment,
who understands the weakness of our fall-
en, corrupt naturcs, holds the standard
Himself. He weighs in the balances of the
sanctuary, and His just measure we shall
all accept." Teslimonies, vol. 2, 438-439.

Our response to counsel is an imponant
part ofourown characterdevelopment. For we
are laid: "We must not bar the mind against
counsel." Testimonies 10 Ministers, 500.

"You must not walk independently of
all counsel. It is your duty to counsel with
your brcthren. This may touch your pride,
but the humility of a mind taught by the
Holy Spirit will listen to counscl, and will
banish all self-confidence. When counsel is
given that eonlliers with your personal wish-
es, you are not to think that your own
wisdom is sufficient for you to give counsel
to olhcrs, or that you can afford to neglect
the counsel given..

"'Circumstances may be so vividly im-
pressed upon your mind, that it is impossible
for you to give an aU-sided judgment. Let your
plans be closely investigated; and with earnest
prayer commit your case to Him who knoweth
aU things. Consult together. Let not the whis-
perings of your own ntind or of other ntinds
close lbe doorofyour heart against the counsel
of the Lord's servants." Ibid., 315.

"'It is a mistake to withdraw from those
who do not agree with our ideas. This wiU
not inspire our brethren with confidence in
our judgment. II is our duty to counsel with
our brethren, and to heed their advice. We

are to seek their counsel, and when they
give it, we are not to cast it away, as if they
were enemies." Ibid., 500.

And then the Lord's messenger empha-
sizes the fundamental issue in this whole
concern with words that need to be deeply
embedded into our minds. "Unless we hum-
ble our bearts before God, we shall not
know His will," Ibid. Emphasis added.

Much of the Spirit ofProphecy instruction
in this regard relates to the need for those
involved in soul winning efforts to counsel and
plan together. But it is important to notice how
this is to be done. The emphasis is placed on
jointly seeking the Lord's guicL:'lnce, rather than
one or a few persons teUing others how the
work must be done.

"The Lord has given liS the promise, "If
any of you lack wisdom, let him ask of
God, that giveth to all men liberally, and
upbraideth not; and it shaU be given him.'
James ]:5. It is in the order of God that
those who bear responsibilities should often
meet together to counsel with one another,
and to pray earnestly for that wisdom which
He alone can impart. Talk less; much pre-
cious time is lost in talk that brings no light.
Ler brethren unite in fasting and prayer for
the wisdom that God has promised to sup-
ply liberally. Make known your troubles to
God. TeU Him, as did Moses, 1cannot lead
this people nnless thy presence shall go
with me. See Exodus 33: 15. And then ask
still more; pray with Moses, 'Shew me thy
glory.' Exodus 33: 18. What is this glory?-
The character of God. This is what He
proclaimed to Moses." Gospel Workers, 417.

"I have been instructed that it is Satan's
special effort to lead men to feel that God is
pleased to have them choose their own course,
independent of the counsel of their brethren.

"Herein lies a grave danger to the
prosperiry of our work. We must move
discreetly, sensibly, in harmony with the
judgment of God-fearing counselors; for
in this course alone lies our safety and
strength. Otherwise God cannot work with
us and by us and for us." Testimonies to
Miniscers, 489.
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There are men whom God has raised up as
counselors, men whom He has taught, and

whose heart and soul and life are in the work.
These men are to be highly esteemed for their
work's sake,

"Our only safety is to watch unto prayer,
and to counscltogether." Ibid., 191-192.

What Kind of Counselor?

But you go to ten different people and ask
them what you should do, and it is possible to
get ten different answers. From the instruction
we havejust read, we have found that it is often
appropriate and helpful, in fact, our duty, to
counsel with another person. But if it is so
impOltant for LIS to be willing to counsel together
with others, how call we know what kind of
person would be a safe counselor? Fortunately,
God has not left uS without some very clear
instruction in this matter as well. In fact, the
qualifications He gives are quite specific:

First, in our wish to know and follow God's
will, we must always remember that He is the
SourceofaII tnle wisdom. For, "The fear ofthe
loRD is the beginning of wisdom: a good
understanding have all they that do his com-
mandments: his praise endureth for ever."
Psalm IIJ:IO. God must always come first
whcll we think of counselors. 111rough the
words of the prophet ISlliah tl,e Lord speaks of
Himselfas, "Wonded'ul, Counsellor, 'n,emighty
God, The everlasting Father, The Prince of
Peace." Isaiah 9:6.

In the Bible we also have examples of
human counselors thaI the Lord used to bring
wise advice to men of God. We have the
"ecOlUlt of Jethro whom God used to counsel
Moses in matters oforganization and manage-

ment. See Exodus 18: 17. Joseph ofAremathea,
the man who had t.he courage to go boldly and
ask for the body of the crucified Jesus, was
known as "an honourable counsellor." Mark
15:43.
Ellen White has assured us that, "There

are men whom God has raised up as coun-
selors, men whom He has taught, and whose
heart and soul and life arc in the work.
These men arc to bo highly esteemed for
their work's sake. There are some who will
wish to follow their own crude notions; but
they must learn to receive advice and 1.0
work in hHrmony with their brethren, or
they will sow doubt and discord that they
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will not care to harvest." Testimonies, vol.
5,270.

"Some men have insight into matters,
having ability to counsel. It is a gift of God.
In moments when the cause of God is in
need of words, sound and solemn and solid,
they can speak words which will lead minds
perplexed and in darkness, to see as a quick
flash of sunlight the course for them to
pursue, [the answer to the question] which
has filled them with perplexity and baffled
their minds in study for weeks and months.
There is an unraveling, a clearing up of the
path before them, and the Lord has let His
sunlight in, and they see their prayers are
answered, their way is made clear." SeLect-
ed Messages, book 2, 361-362.

So it is clear that the Lord at times docs
usc human counselors to help us more clear-
ly understand His will. You will also notice
in these references that we have some qual-
ifying characteristics of counselors whom
the Lord can use.

Because of space limitations, in most
cases below, we have only listed God's
qualifications for counselors with the refer-
ences, rather than giving the whole quota-
tion. The reader is encouraged to study
these passages in their original cont.ext.

Qualities to Look for in a Counselor

• "We need wise men for counselors."
Selected Messages, book 2, 363.

• Those whose heart, soul and life is in
the Lord's work. See Testimonies, vol.
5,270.

• Those of insight who Can help one see
the problem and possible solutions
more clearly. See Selected Messages,
book 2, 361-362.

• Persons of courage, not afraid of so-
cial or political pressures. See Mark
15:43.

• Those wide-awake to spiritual things:
"May the Lord not only anoint your

eyes that they may sec, but pour into your
heart the holy oil. ... Unless we arc wide
awake, we are not able to discern spiritual

things. We lose the sense of the power of
the truth, and handle sacred things as we
handle common things. The result is weak-
ness and uncertainty, and we are not safe
counselors or guides. Wake up, brethren;
for Christ's sake, wake up." Coullseis to
Wrirers alld Editors, 113-114.
• Older and wise persons of experience
in the Lord's work. Sec Testimonies to
Minisrers, 491; Testimonies, vol. 4,
240.

• Those who will watch and pray with
us: "Our only safety is to watch unto
prayer, and to counsel together. ,. Tes-
timonies to Minislers. 191-192.

• Those who operate in harmony with
the truth and their brethren. See Testi-
monies to M;'listers, 490.

• Those who are themselves seeking to
live in harmony with God's will. See
Testimonies to Minisrers, 499.

• Those who, "Do not accept the world's
low standard, bUI work from Ihe Bible
standpoint." Testimonies, vol. 5,270.

Counselors to Avoid

• Those who are devoid of wisdom and
follow their own judgment. See The
Sevcllfh-day Adventist Bible Commtll-
wry, vol. 2, 1036.

• Those who do not recognize God to
be infinite in wisdom. See ibid.

• Those who do not make God their
trust. See ibid.

• Those who do not love God and obey
His commandments. See ibid.
"God is your counselor, and we are

always in danger of showing distrust of
God when we seck for the advice and coun-
sel of men who do not make God their
trust, and who arc so devoid of wisdom in
matters that they will, by following their
own judgment, retard rhe work. They do not
recognize God to be infinit.e in wisdom. We
are to acknowledge God in all our counsels,
and when we ask Him 1 we are to believe
that we receive the things we <lsk of Him. If
you depend upon men who do not love God
and obey His commandments, you will surely
be brought into very dimcult places. Those
that. arC not connected with God are connected
with the enemy of God, and the enemy will
work with them to lead us in false paths. We
do not honor God when we go aside from the
only true God to inquire of the god of Ehon.
The question is asked, Is it because there is no
God in Israel that ye have gone to tl,e god of
Ekron to inquire?" fbid.
• Those who are not undcr the guidance
of the Holy Spirit. See The Desire oj
Ages, 354.



God is your counselor, and we are always in
danger of showing distrust of God when

we seek for the advice and counsel of men who
do not make God their trust

I ........

"".. I.u...

God; tell Him every secret of the soul.
Bring to Him your difficulties, small and
great, and He will show you a way out of
them all. He alone can know how to give
the very help you need.

"'And when, after a trying season, help
comes to yOll, when the Spirit of God is
manifestly at work for you, what a precious
experience you gain! You arc obtaining faith
and love, the gold that the True Witness

To be cOlllillued.

counsels you to buy of Him. You arc leam-
ing to go to God in all your and as
you learn these precious lessons of faith,
you will teach the ",me to others." Gospel
Workers, 418-419.

Yes, it is part of God"s plan that self be
subdued, along with confidence in our own
wisdom and power, that we may become
teachable and open 10 leaming from wise
counselors. But that is only the beginning
of the much greater goals that God has for
us in our spiritual development. 0

regarding what you should do, God is just
as able to give yOll the same instruction. For
us to depend on someone else 10 make
decisions for us is to decide by default.
These decisions were placed in our path for
a purpose. For us to avoid accepting this
responsibility is to fail to exercise the facul-
ty of sanetified judgment that God so wish-
es for LIS to develop. If we depcnd on others
to tell us how we should decide, we arc

developing the tendency (0 look to them
instead of to God's Word for direction. It is
also defeating God"s purpose by gradually
lessening our sensitivity to the still small
voice by which the Lord has promised to
guide us.

Over and over the reason for this is empha-
sized, that "Those who learn to go to God for
themselves for help and counsel, are learning
lessons tl,at will be of the highest value to
tl,em."' Gospel Workers, 416.

"Everyone needs a practical experience
in trusting God for himself. Let no man
become your confessor; open the hean to

of tIr.e W:ione.ers
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of our work." Counsels to Writers and Edilors, 28.

Words of Ihe Pioneers was created for the
purpose of rapid retrieval of the Seventh-day
Adventist Church's pioneer literature. Our pio-
neers were apostles of God"s ftnal message in
preparing a people for the soon-coming of the
Lord. They looked forward to the Lord's second
coming in power, glory, and without sin. With the
release of this material it is the prayer of the
Adventist Pioneer Library that the vision and
spirit of the apostles of God's final church on
earth will be rekindled.

This second edition includes nearly 40,000
pages of early Adventist writings.The special price
of this greatly enlarged edition is only US $197.50. See page 3 for shipping,
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• Those who are "'under the reproof of
God." Testimollies, vol. 8, 188.

• Those who neither fear God nor re-
gard man. See Ellell G. While 1888
Malerials, 1592-1593.

• Those who deviate from righteous
principles. See ibid.

• Those who are in need of help them-
sclves bccause their souls are not right
with God. See Gospel Workers, 414-
415.

• Those who "undertake the job of tink-
ering up the defective characters of
others.... would better leave God to
do His own work.·' See Testimonies to
Millisters,191.

• Those full of self-confidence:
"'But when men, full of self-confidence,

think that it is their place to give counsel
instead of desiring to be counseled by their
experienced brethren, they will listen to
voices that will lead them in strange paths."
Testimonies to Ministers, 501.
• Those who eat improperly. This may
be a quality that most of us would be
inclined to overlook. But it is appar-
ent that God does not. For the Lord
warns us that we cannOI have confi-
dence in such a counselor. "But if
your brain is so benumbed by your
wrong course of living that you can-
not givc us the right counsel, do we
not meet with a loss? ... What care
we for the judgment of such persons?
Thcy see through a mass of undigest-
ed food.'" Testimonies, vol. 2, 357.
So it is part of God's plan that we

should be open to counsel from godly per-
sons who mcet these rigorous standards.
Talk to lhem, let them listen to you sort out
the issues, and help you clarify your own
thinking. They may be of help with input
and information that you need in order to
make your decision. Let them join with you
in your prayer for the guidance of the Holy
Spirit in the challenge of the decision-mak-
ing process in which you arc involved.
Such a person, who helps you keep your
focus on the one and only Source of true
wisdom, can be of help and encouragement.
But in the end you are the onc who must
decide. The caution is clearly given that we
should beware of people who are always
ready to tell you exactly what you should or
should not do. The danger is that we may
come 10 depend upon the impressions and
judgments of men and women who arc just
as apt to be influenced by their humanity as
we are. Therefore, all counsel from others
must be carefully measured and tested
against a "Thus saith the Lord." If the Lord
is able to give someonc else an impression
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In Defense of God's Law

'"
I

]

SUS said. "Think not that [ am come
LO destroy the law. or the prophets: [ am
not come to destroy, but to fulfil. For

verily I say unto you, Till heaven and earth
pass, one jot or one tittle shall in no wise
pass from the law, till all be fulfilled. Who-
soever therefore shall break one of these
least commandments, and shall leach men
so. he shall be called the least in the king-
dom of heaven: but whosoever shall do and
teach them. the same shall be called great in
the kingdom of heaven." Matthew 5:17-19.

I am compelled to write this series of
articles on defending the Ten Command-
ments because:
• God's law is "holy, and just. and good,
... [and] spiritual" Romans 7: 12, 14;

• we will all be judged by this "Iaw of
liberty" James 2: 12;

• Jesus overcame and condemned sin in
our flesh and blood "that the righ-
teonsness of the law might be fulfilled

IImJ' .... 'No_a..: '1W1I!l r'
,. Do lOG. \P.1lm;lJIlD"''''' "'I'Elllll1:'

in us, who walk not after the flesh,
but after the Spirit" Romans 8:4;

• we live in a world where lawlessness
abounds;

• many in Christianity teach that Chris-
tians arc under no obligation whatso-
ever to keep God's moral law;

• the Papacy purports to have the au-
thority to change God's law; and

• many Protestants arc currently work-
ing with the Vatican to legislate man-
datory Sunday laws, which are neither
constitutional nOT biblical.
Many of the most respected Christian

scholars have recognized the binding claims
of God's Ten Commandments:

Dwight L. Moody said, "The law that
was given at Sinai has lost none of its
solemnity. Time cannot wear out its author-
ity or the fact of its authorship.... [ have
never met an honest man that found fault
with the Ten Commandments.... The com-

mandments of God given to Moses in the
mount at Horeb are as binding today as ever
they have been since the time when they
were proclaimed in the hearing of the peo-
ple'" Weighed and Wanting, II, 15.

The founder of the Presbyterian Church,
John Calvin. said, "We must not ima!!ine
that the coming of Christ has freed us from
the authority of the law; for it is the etemal
rule of a devout and holy life, and must
therefore be as unchangeable as the justice
of God. which it embraced, is constafll and
1IIlifonn:' Calvin's Comment on Matthew
5: 17 and Luke 16: [7, in COll1l11eJ1falY on (l

HarmollY of the GO"pels. vol. I, 277.
Baptist preacher Charles Spurgeon said,

"The law of God must be perpetual. There
is no abrogation of it. nor amendment of il.
11 is not to be toned down or adjusted to our
fallen condition; but every one of the Lord's
righteous judgments abideth forever. ... To
show thal He never meant to abrogate the
law, our Lord Jesus has embodied all its
commands in His own life." Branson, III
Defense of the Faith, 21-22.

Methodist Dr. Adam Clarke writes. '111us
it appears that man cannot have atrue notion of
sin bur bymeansofrhe law ofGod.... And let
it be observed, that the law did not answer this
end merely among Ule Jews in the days of ule
apostle; it is just as necessary to the Gentiles to
the present hOUf. Nor do we find that true
repentance takes place where themoral law is
not preached and enforced. Those who preach
only the gospel to sinners, at best only heal the
hurt of the daughter ofmy people slightly. The
law, therefore. is the grand instrument in the
hands of a faithful minister, to alann and
awaken the and he may safely show
that every sinner is under Lhe law, and conse-
quently under the CUlsc, who has not fled for
refuge to the hope held out by the gospel: for,
in rhis sense also, Jesus Christ is the end of ti,e
law for justification to them that believe. [See
Romans 7: I3.]" A Commemary alld Critical
NOleS, New York: L11le and Scott, 1851.

Presbyterian scholar Dr. Albert Barnes
wrote, "We leam hence: I. That all the law
of God is binding on Christians. Compare
James 2: 10. 2. That all the commands of
God should be preached in tlleir proper
place, by Christian ministers. 3. That they
who pretend that there arc any laws of God
so small that they need not obey them, are
unworthy of His kingdom. And 4. That true
piety has respect to all the commandments
of God. Compare Psalm 119:6." Barnes,
Commemary. note on Matthew 5: 19.

The great preacher John Wesley wrote,
"The ritual or ceremonial law, delivered by
Moses to the children of Israel, containing
all the injunctions and ordinances which
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I t is no other than betraying Him with a kiss totalk of His blood and take away His crown; to
set light by any part of His law, under pretense
of advancing His gospel.

related to the old sacrifices and service of
the temple, our Lord indeed did come to
destroy, to dissolve, and utterly abolish. To
this bcar all the apostles witness.... This
'handwriting of ordinances' our Lord did
blot out, take away, and nail to His cross.
See Colossians 2: 14.

"But the moral law contained in the Ten
Commandments, and enforced by the proph-
ets, He did not take away. It was not the
design of His coming to revoke any part of
this. This is a law which never can be
broken, which 'stands fast as the faithful
witness in heaven.' The moral law stands
on an entirely different foundation from the
ceremonial or ritual law.... Every part of
this law must remain in force upon all
mankind and in all ages; as not depending
either on time, or place, or any other circum-
stance liable to change; but on the nature of
God and the nature of man, and their un-
changeable relation to each other." Sermons
on Several Occasions, vol. I, 221-222.

In another placc John Wesley said, "Thc
mosl surprising of all the circumstances that
attend this strong delusion is, that they who
are given up to it really believe that they
honor Christ by overthrowing His law, and
that they are magnifying His office while
they are destroying His doctrine! Yea, they
honor Him just as Judas did, when he said,
IHail, Master,' and kissed Him. See Mat-
thew 26:49. And He may as justly say to
every one of them, 'Betrayest thou the Son
of man with a kiss?' Luke 22:48. It is no
other than betraying Him with a kiss to talk
of His blood and take away His crown; to
sel light by any part of His law, under
pretense of advancing His gospel. Nor in-
deed can anyone escape this charge who
preaches faith in any such a manner as
either directly or indirectly tends to set aside
any branch of obedience; who preaches
Christ so as to disannul, or weaken in any
wise, the least of the commandments of
God." Works of Wesley, vol. 1,225-226.

So what is God's law? The Ten Com-
mandments of God are His moral rules that
govem His creation. The first four com-
mandments define our loving relationship
to God and the last six denne our loving
relationship with our fellow man. If these
commandments were strictly kept, it would
produce communities of decency and do-
mestic tranquillity. There would be no idol-
atry, profanity, Sabbathbreaking, dishonor-
ing of parents, murder, adultery, stealing,
lying, or coveting. How would you like to
live in a community like that?

God's law is as eternal and unchanging
as God Himself. The Bible says, "All his
commandments are sure. They stand fast

for ever and ever." "Everyone of thy right-
eous judgments endureth for ever," Psalm
111:7-8; 119:160.

Some teach that God's law has been
abolished, but Jesus said, "Think not that I
am come to destroy the law, or the proph-
ets: I am not come to destroy, but to fulfil.
For verily I say unto you, Till heaven and
earth pass, one jot or one tittle shall in no

wise pass from the law, till all be fulfilled."
Jesus said of Himself, "I have kept my
Father's commandmcnts, and abide in his
love." John 15:10. In fact, the prophet Isai-
ah said of the Saviour, "He will magnify the
law, and make it honourable." Isaiah 42:21.
Did Jesus magnify the law and honor it by
abolishing the law? God forbid! Christ came
and lived a sinless life I'that the righteous-
ness of the law might be fulfilled in us, who
walk not after the nesh, but after the Spir-
it." Romans 8:4.

How did Christ then magnify the law?
Jesus said, "Ye have heard that it was said
by them of old time, Thou shalt not commit
adultery: but I say unto you, That whosoev-
er looketh on a woman to lust after her hath
committed adultery with her already in his
heart." Matthew 5:27-28. Did Jesus abolish
the seventh commandment? Certainly not!
He did just the opposite. Christ defined
adnltery beyond the physical act. He magni-
fied thc law by declaring that you can com-
mit adultery in your heart.

Never in the Scriptures are any of the
Ten Commandments degraded or abolished.
Paul asks the very question of whether the
law is abolished. "Do we then make void
the law through faith?" What is his answer?
"God forbid: yea, we establish the law."
Romans 3:31.

Throughout the Bible, God's law is ex-
alted. Paul said, "Wherefore the law is holy,
and the commandment holy, and just, and
good. For wc know that the law is
spiritual: .. For 1 delight in the law of
God." Romans 7:12, 14,22. Paul does not
say that the law was holy, good, and spiritu-
al. Paul declares that the law is holy, good,
and spiritual. After aU, the psalmist says,

"The law of the LORD is perfect, converting
the souL" Psalm 19:7. And Solomon wrote,
"Let us hear the conclusion of the whole
matter: Fear God, and keep his command-
ments: for this is the whole duty of man."
Ecclesiastes 12: 13.

The beloved John declared, "He that
saith, I know him, and keepeth not his
commandments, is a liar, and the truth is

not in him." I John 2:4. James said, "For
whosoever shall keep the whole law, and
yet offend in one point, he is guilty of all.
For he that said, Do not commit adultery,
said also, Do not kill. Now if thou com-
mit no adultery, yet if thou kill, thou art
become a transgressor of the law." James
2:10-11.

When a young man came to Jesus and
asked how he might receive eternal life,
Jesus said, "If thou wilt enter into life, keep
thc commandments." Matthew 19: 17.

When Jesus reproved the religious lead-
ers of His day for their hypocrisy, He said,
"Why do ye also transgress the command-
ment of God by your tradition? For God
commanded, saying, Honour thy father and
mother." Matthew 15:3-4.

These moral principles existcd long be-
fore the entrance of sin and the creation of
this world. 11,e Bible says, "All unright-
eousness is sin." I John 5:17. "Sin is the
transgression of the law." I John 3:4. "Where
no law is, there is no transgression," Ro-
mans 4:15. And, Ilsin is not imputed when
there is no law." Romans 5: 13. Consequent-
ly, where there is sin there are the binding
claims of God's law.

The covenant that God wants to make
with us includes His law. The Bible says,
l'This is the covenant that I will make with
them after those days, saith the Lord, I will
put my laws into their hearts, and in their
minds will I write them; and their sins and
iniquities will I remember no more." He-
brews 10:16-17. See also Jeremiah 31:33.

God wants to inscribe His law in our
hearts and in our minds. He wants us to not
only know His commandments (in the mind),
but He wants uS to love His commandments
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Gad wants to inscribe His law in our hearts
and in our minds. He wants us to not only

know His commandments (in the mind), but He
wants us to love His commandments (in the
heart).

(in the heart). Paul said, "For I delight in
the law of God after the inward man."
Romans 7:22.

James said, "If ye fulfil the royal law
according to the scripture, Thou shalt love
thy neighbour as thyself, ye do well." James
2:8. It requires love to keep God's com-
mandments. As Jesus said, "Thou shalt love
the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and
witll all thy soul, and with all thy mind.
This is the first and great commandment.

And the second is like unto it, Thou shalt
love thy neighbour as thyself. On these two
commandments hang all the law and the
prophets." Matthew 22:37-40.

Paul declares that the "end" or the ful-
fillment "of the commandment is charity

out of a pure heart, and of a good con-
science, and of faith unfeigned."' 1 Timothy
1:5. Again Paul writes, "Owe no man any
thing, but to love one another: for he that
loveth another hath fulfilled the law. For
this, Thou shalt not commit adultery, Thou
shalt not kill, Thou shalt not steal, Thou
shalt not bear false witness, Thou shalt not
covet; and if there be any other command-
ment, it is briefly comprehended in this
saying, namely, Thou shalt love thy neigh-

bour as thyself. Love worketh no ill to his
neighbour: therefore love is the fulfilling of
the law." Romans 13:8-10.

In the end, God will again have a peo-
ple who will keep all Ten Commandments
by His grace. The Bible declares, "Here is

the patience of the saints: here are they that
keep the commandments of God, and the
faith of Jesus." "And ti,e dragon was wroth
with the woman [the church], and went to
make war with the remnant of her seed,
which keep the commandments of God, and
have the testimony of Jesus Christ." Reve-
lation 14:12; 12:17.
These last-day saints will choose to keep

His commandments because:
• Christ is worthy of our obedience;
• we want to please Him who created us
and died for us;

• we desire to show forth our love to
both God and man;

• the commandments are a delight;
• we want to protect ourselves from the
sure results of transgressing them;

• we must prepare ourselves, through
God's grace. to live in the sight of a
holy God; and

• we need to prepare ourselves by faith
to live in harmony with the holy an-
gels and the inhabitants of unfallen
worlds. After all, "Blessed are they
that do his commandments, that they
may have right to the tree of life, and
may enter in through the gates into
the city." Revelation 22: 14. 0

Twenty-one Days With
Jesus

by Jeff and Marlene Wehr

It has been said that it takes twenty-one days to learn a
new habit or to unleam an old one. If, by daily persever-
ance, we choose to behold
Jesus and to follow Him, our
lives will become fashioned af-
ter the similitude of Christ.

This book is designed to
help us develop the habit of
spending precious time with
Christ. By reading one chapter
each day for twenty-one days,
we will learn many new and
distinct features of Christ's al-
together lovely character, and
we will develop the habit of
spending that important time
witl, Him each day. As we learn
more about Jesus, our love for
Him will grow, and we shall
become more like Him each
day.

Twenty-one Days With Jesus is excellent to share with
your family or neighbors. 380 pages. Only $5.95 each.
25% discount for 10 or more. Sec page 3 for shipping and
sales lax information.
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The Seduetioll of Christiauity
by Dave Hunt and T.A. McMahon

Though written by non-Adventists, this is excellent for expos-
ing the spiritualism in visualization, imaging, the human potential
movement, holistic medicine, healing of memories, and many
other widcly used methodologies in modem Christianity.

"There can be liuJe doubt that
wc are in the midst of an unprece-
dented revival of sorcery world-
wide that is deeply affecting, not
only every level and sector of mod-
em society, but the church as well.
Known as the New Age. Holistic,
Human Potcntial, or Conscious-
ness movements, at its heart is
what anthropologists now call sha-
manism, which is simply the old
occultism made to sound native,
natural, earthy and thus whole-
s::rne. It is also made 10 sound
Christian. We have attempted to
present an understanding of the
various ways under which the
same delusion that is preparing

the world for the Antichrist is now seducing Christianity itself.·' 71,e
Seduction o/Christianity, page 213.

This will open the eyes of many. It pn..><ficts the personation of
Christ by Satan as his tim,) act of deception. Paperback. 240 pages.
Only US $8.95. Sl'e page 3 for shipping .md sales tax information.



Blasphemers
Continued from I J

the world of Satan '5 devisings. We must
give the trumpet a certain sound to signal
the approach of the enemy of our souls.

This duty is onc of the reasons why "in
the very time in which we live the Lord has
called His people and has given them a
message to bear. He has called them to
expose the wickedness of fhe lIlall of Sill
who has made the Sunday law a distinctive
power, who has thought to change times
and laws, and to oppress the people of God
who stand firmly to honor Him by keeping
the only true Sabbath, the Sabbath of cre-
ation, as holy unto the Lord:' Evangelism,
233; see also Testimonies LO Ministers, 118.

Nevertheless, lei us constantly depend on
the guidance of the Lord to show us when, and

how, to act properly according 10 the circum-
stances. There is "a time to keep silence, and a
time to speak." Ecclesiastes 3:7. May He grant
us His divine eycsalve so that we may behold
His glory and restore His children with a spirit
of meekness. See Galatians 6: I.

Summary

As we close the study of this most
solemn subject, we must keep in mind
that: (I) We must not blaspheme any man.
Sec: Titus 3:2; Ephesians 4:31-32. (2)
We must put otf blasphemy. See Colos-
sians 3:8.
If we have been guilty of the sin of

blasphemy, let us not despair. Paul found grace
and overcame, in spite of the fact that he had
been a blasphemer. I Timothy I.: 12-15.

Beloved brethren, to achieve t.he experi-
ence of controlling our tongues will not be
easy. Nevertheless, through the power of
the Holy Spirit, it can and must be attained.
The Word of the Lord says: "For with God
nothing shall be impossible." Luke 1:37.

May we behold Christ more and more,
allowing the meek and lowly Jesus to
transform our thinking, speech and be-
havior into His divine image. May He
help us to keep a balance, knowing when
it is "a time to keep silence, and a time to
speak." Amen. 0

I The American Herifage Co/fege Dictionary. Third
Edition. Houghton Mifnin Comp:lt1y, Boston, New
York.

EI314707
!Vhat Is the Church?

S4.00
Discussion clarifying

what is the church and
how to define it. This
helps to explain the visi-
ble and invisible churches
and also the church mili-
tant and the church trium-

phant. PB, 5'12 x 8'12 inch size, 112 pages.

!Viii the Real SDA Please Stnnd Up!
85.50 EI314708
This volume will pro-

vide many hours of inspi-
rational reading from the
Spirit of Prophecy regard-
ing the challenges, the
preparation, and the prom-
ises to God's people for

the final test. PB, Slh x 81/2 inch size, 192
pages.

!Vaymarks of Adventism
S2.75 EI314706
Read Spirit of Prophe-

cy and scriptural basis for
the historic beliefs of Ad-
ventist pioneers, including
the sanctuary, perfection

RfUl in Christ, justification, and
L_--:_---..l many more. PB, 5 112 x 8 'h
inch size, 92 pages.

EB14704

E1314701

Preparing for Eternity
I $4.25

A clear description of
our Laodicean condition.
Designed to help us per-
ceive our urgent need of
the eyesalve, gold tried in
the tire, and white raiment
offered us by the Faithful

and True Witness. PS, SJh x 8112 inch size,
100 pages.

Adventism ill Crisis
fl3.75

Inspiration's message
of the grand work to bring
sinful man back into har-
mony with his Creator,
will bring encouragement,
correction, instruction, re-
proof, caution, motivation,

and challenge to the reader. PB, 5'12 x 8'12
inch size, 148 pages.

E014702
E. G. White spoke of

I false doctrines which
sought to "undermine the
foundation pillars of our
faith." This book clearly
shows that the Omega of
apostasy is here. PB, 5'12
x 8 112 inch size, 48 pages,

For many years Elder Ron Spear fws fwd a burden for Ute spiritual condition ofGod's remnant
dlltrclL You will be moved as you read these featured books, which are only some of those

authored by Elder Spear over
the last dozen years. The au-
thor has a great love for the
Spirit of Prophecy and you
will be challenged byinspir-
iny themes as you partake of
the spiritual eyesalve prepared
by God for Laodicea.

E014711
This book clarifies the

haze created by false
teachings regarding sin. It
discusses sin and its rela-
tionship to truth, to the
sanctuary, to the three
gels' messages, the Sab-
bath, the wine of Baby-

lon, righteousness by faith, the new birth,
and the great delay of Christ's retum. PS,
5 112 x 8 Jh: inch size, 118 pages.

The COllllterfeit alld the Genuine
fl3.50 EnJ4709

...R!!!!.... .....an"" How to spot cu Its, gu-
rus, faith healers, false
tongues, and many other
false beliefs in the world
today. Good for outreach.
PS, 5 112 x 8 112 inch size,L-":=== 124 pages.

The Omega of Apostasy
S1.75
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THE prophet Ezekiel is sitting down
in his home with some of the elders
of Judah sitting around him when

suddenly a Man with the appearance of fire
stands before him. The Man reaches out
and grabs Ezekiel by the hair and lifts him
up into vision.

God has a vision of ulmost importance to
reveal to Ezekicl. He is about to be shown a
startling vision of tlle progressive growth of
apostasy in thc nation oflsrael. This vision will
also unveil themarking in tl,C foreheadofthosc
who remain loyal to God, and the tenible
judgments to be visited on tl,ose who do not
receive Hismark. This prophecy was given not
only for Ezekiel's day but has grcatsignificance
for those in God's church at the end of time.

The First Abomination
The vision begins with the revealing of

four abominations, each of which is progres-
sively worse than the previous abomination.
The first abomination is fowld in Ezekiel 8:5,
"'Then saidheuntome, Son ofman, lift up thine
eyes now the way toward the north. So I lifted
up mine eyes the way toward the north, and
behold northward at the gate of the altar this
image of jealousy in the entry." Ezekiel was
shown a wicked image that had been set up at
the gate of God's temple. All the people
entering and leaving the temple court by this
gate had to pass by this image.

Modem idolatry is different in some
aspects from ancient idolatry. No longer do
we bow down to images of gold, silver, and
wood. However, idolatry exists as verily
among us as it did in ancient Israel. Paul
explains what modem idolatry is, "For this
ye know, that no whoremonger, nor unclean
person, nor covetous man, who is an idola-
ter, hath any inheritance in the kingdom of
Christ and of God. Let no man deceive you
with vain words: for because of these things

cometh the wrath of God upon the children
of disobedience." Ephesians 5:5-6. Immo-
rality, impurity, and greed are as surely
idolatry as worshiping an image of stone.

Paul further writes, "Mortify therefore
your members which are upon the earth;
fornication, uncleanness, inordinate affec-
tion, evil concupiscence, and covetousness,
which is idolatry: for which things' sake the
wrath of God cometh on the children of
disobedience." Colossians 3:5-6.

Paul makes it clear that moral impurity is
idolatry. Impure acts, words, and thoughts
drive God's presence and power from us, and
makeus idolaters, the children ofdisobedience.
We can recognize the significance of this
prophecy for our time bocause it is these sins
that will bring the final wrath ofGod upon this
world. Impurity is the "special" sin of the age
in which we are now living.
God's servant writes, "A tenible picture of

the condition of the world has been presented
before me. Immorality abounds everywhere.
Licentiousness is the special sin of this age.
Never did vice lift its deformed head with such
boldness as now. The people seem to be
benumbed, and the lovers of virtue and true
goodness are nearly discoumged by its bold-
ness, strength, and prevalence. The iniquity
which abounds is not merely confmed to the
unbeliever and the scoffer. Would that thiswere
the case, but it is not. Many men and women
who profess the religion of Christ are guilty.
Even some who profess to be looking for His
appearing are no more prepared for that event
than Satan himself." Testimonies, vol. 2, 346.

God continues to speak to Ezekiel, "He
said funhennore unto me, Son of man,
seest thou what they do? even the great
abominations that the house of Israel eom-
mitteth here, that I shonld go far off from
my sanctuary?" Ezekiel 8:6.

God accounts the whole "house of [sra-
el" as guilty of this abomination that is

driving His presence from them, leaving
them in darkness. God's servant reveals
how He holds the entire body of believers
responsible for dealing with ule sins com-
mitted in the church:

"He would teach His people that dis-
obedience and sin are exceedingly offensive
to Him and are not to be lightly regarded.
He shows us that when His people are
found in sin they should at once take decid-
ed measures to put that sin from them, tl,at
His frown may not rest upon them all. But
if the sins of tllC people are passed over by
those in responsible positions, His frown
will be upon them, and the people of God,
as a body, will be held responsible for those
sins. In His dealings witll His people in tbe
past tlte Lord shows the necessity of purify-
ing the church from wrongs. One sinner
may diffuse darkness that will exclude the
light of God from the entire congregation."
Testimonies, vo1. 3, 265.

The Second Abomination
After Ezekiel witnesses the first abomi-

nation God says to him, ,,, ... but turn thee
yet again, and thou shalt sec greater abomi-
nations." Ezekiel 8:6. Ezekiel is taken to the
wall of the temple and shown a hole in tlle
wall. He digs his way through the wall and
finds himself facing a door.

"And he said wtto me, Go in, and bebold
tlte wicked abominations that they do here. So
I went in and saw; and behold every form of
creeping things, and abominable beasts, and all
the idols of the house of Israel, portrayed upon
the wall round about. And there stood before
them seventy men of the ancients of the house
of Israel, and in the midst of them stood

Dirk Anderson writes occasionally and is a data-
processing coordinalOr. He resides ill Longwood,
Florida.
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Tn His dealings with His people in the past the
hord shows the necessity of purifying the
church from wrongs. One sinner may diffuse
darkness that will exclude the light of God from
the entire congregation.

Jaazaniah the son of Shaphan, with every man
his censer in his hand; and a thick cloud of
incense went up." Ezekiel 8:9-11.

The leaders of Israel had failed to take
decidedmeasures against the flfSl abomination.
Nowwe fmd that idolatry has progressed to the
point where the leaders of Israel are not only
tolerating idolatry in the people, but are now
actively participating in the most viJe acts of
idolatry in the hidden rooms ofGod's temple.

There is no hiding from God. The leaders
oflsrael may have felt they weresafely hidden,
but God sees what is done behind closeddoors.
There is aWitness to every impure act done in
secret. We may be able to hide our conuptness
from others, but there is no hiding from God's
all-seeing eyes. SisterWhite writes, "The great
Searcher of hearts knoweth every sin commit-
ted in secret by the workers of iniquity. These
persons come to feci secure in their deceptions
and, because ofHis long-suffering, say that the
Lord seeth not, and then act as though He had
forsaken the earth. But He will detect their
hypocrisy and will open before others those
sins which they were so careful to hide."
Testimonies, vol. 5, 211-212.

Arc we allowing idolatry to come into our
soul temples? Paul writes, "And what agree-
ment hath the temple ofGod with idols? for ye
are the temple of the living God; as God hath
said, Iwill dwell in them, and walk in them; and
I will be their God, and they shall be my
people." 2 Corintllians 6:16.
Even the secret thoughts hidden in the

chambers of our mind are open to God's
inspection. "And the Spirit of the loRD fell
upon me, and said unto me, Speak; Thus saith
the loRn; Thus have yesaid, 0 house of Israel:
for I know the things that come into yourmind,
every oneofthem." Ezekiel 11:5. God'sproph-
et declares that even our thoughts will be
judged by God, "You are responsible to God
for your thoughts. Lf you indulge in vain
imaginations, permitting your mind to dwell
upon impure subjects, you are, in a degrt.'C, as
guilty before God as if YOUT thoughts were
"'mied into aClion. All that prevents ti,e actiou is
ti,e lackofopportunity." Testimollies, vol. 2, 56l.

The Third Abomination

"Hesaid also wHome,Tum thee yet again,
and tllQU shalt see greater abominations that
they do. Then he brought me to the door of the
gateofthe loRD's house which was toward the
north; and, behold, there sat women wecping
for Tammuz." Ezekicl8: 13-14.

In the previous abomination we saw the
leaders of Israel practicing idolatry in se-
cret. Now is revealed the sure harvest that
resulted from the seeds of sin secretly sown
into the hearts of the leaders. In this abomi-

nation we now fmd the people themselves
openly participating in idolatrous practices.
It is important here to understand what tl,e
worship of Tammuz entailed.

"In Scripture he is referred to under the
name ofTarnmuz, but he is commonly known
among classical writers under the name of
Bacchus, that is, 'n" Lamented olle.' To the
ordinary reader the name of Bacchus suggests
nothing more than revelry and drunkenness,
but it is now well known, that amid aU the
abominations that attended his orgies, thei.r

grand design was professedly 'the purification
ofsouls,' and that from the guilt and defilement
of sin." Alexander Hislop, The livo Babylolls,
1959,21-22.
The religion of Tammuz was a false

religion that deceived its adherents into be-
lieving they could be cleansed from the
guilt and defilement of sin while engaged in
drunkenness, revelry, and debauchery.

There is a modem equivalent to Lhe
religion of Tammuz. It is the lheology of
carnal Christianity. It is a theology that sees
sin as a condition only-not as acts of
disobedience. Jt is a theology by which a
person is declared righteous, but is not
made righteous through the indwelling pow-
er of God. It is a theology pleasing to those
who wish to have heaven. but who are not
willing to pay the price of denying self.

God's prophet writes, "Theministers preach
smooth things to suit carnal professors. They
dare not preach Jesus and the cutting bUths of
tl,e Bible; for if they should, these carnal
professors wouldnotremain in the church. But
as Illany of them arc wealtlly, they must be
retained, although they are no more fit to be
there than Satan and his angels. This is just as
Satan would have it. The religion of Jesus is
made to appear popular and honorable in the
eyesofthe world. The peopleare told that those
who profess religion will be more honored by
the world. Such teachings differ very widely
from the teachings of Christ. His doctrine and
the world could not be at peace. Those who
followed Him had to renounce the world,
These smooth things originated with Satan and
his angels. They fonned the plan, and nominal

professors carried it oul. Pleasing fables were
taught and readily received, and hypocrites and
open sinners urtited with the church. Ifthe bUth
had been preached in its purity, it would soon
have shut out this class. But there was no
difference between the professed followers of
Christ and the world." Early Writillgs,228.

The Fourth Abomination

The fourth and final abomination is
the most shocking of them all. "And he

brought me into the inner court of the
LORD'5 house, and. behold, at the door of
the temple of the LORD, between the porch
and the altar, were about five and twenty
men, with their backs toward the temple
of the LORD, and their faces toward the
east; and they worshipped the sun toward
the east." Ezekiel 8: 16.

Here we find the leaders of Jsrdel have
turned their hacks on God and have become
sun worshipers. They havejoined the people in
the worship of Tarnmuz, who is "the Sun-
divinity in=ate." n" livo BabylollS, 118.

Just as the fmal abomination in the time of
Ezekiel was sun worship, the fmal apostasy to
shakeGod's people will involve worship on the
day of the sun. The Spirit of Prophecy says,
"No superiority of rank, dignity, or worldly
wisdom. no position in sacred office, will
preserve men from sacrificing principle when
left to their own deceitful hearts. Those who
have been regarded as worthy and righteous
prove to be ringleaders in apostasy and
pies in indifference and in the abuse of God's
mercies. Their wicked course He will tolerate
no longer, and in His IVrath He deals with them
without mercy. It is with reluctance that the
Lord withdraws His presence from those who
have been blessed with great light and who
have felt the power of the Word in ministering
to others. TheywereonceHis faithful servants,
favored with His presence and guidance; but
they departed from Him and led others into
error, and therefore are brought under the
divine displeasure." Testimollies, vol. 5, 212.

"The Lord has shown me clearly that
the image of the beast will be formed be-
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Wewill need more than an intellectual
knowledge of truth to save us. Sister

White writes, "Not all who profess to keep the
Sabbath will be sealed.

fore probation closes; for it is to be the
great test for the people of God, by which
their eternal destiny will be decided...

"This is the test that the people ofGod must
have before they are sealed. All who proved
their loyalty to God by observing His law, and
refusing to accept aspurious sabbath, will rank
under the bannerof tlle LordGod Jehovah, and
will receive the seal of the living God. Those

who yield the truth of heavenly origin and
accept the Sunday sabbath, will receive the
mark of the bca"t." Sevell1h-day Adve11lisf
Bible Commentary, vol. 7,976.

The Seal of God

After the vision of the fourth abomina-
tion a loud cry rings out: "He cried also in
mine ears with a loud voice, saying, Cause
them thai have charge over the city to draw
near, even cvery man with his destroying
weapon in his hand." Ezekiel 9: I.

As the judgment swiftly approaches, a
Man clothed in linen is instructcd, "Go
through the midst of the city, through Ihe
midst of Jerusalem, and set a mark upon the
foreheads of Ihe men that sigh and thai cry
for all the abominations that be done in the
midst thereof," Ezekiel 9:4. The mark is
literally the Hebrew letter !aW, the final
letter of the Hebrew alphabet, which has the
fann of a cross. Only those who are
ing over the abominations being practiced
in thc church will receive the mark. Sister
WhilC elaboratcs on who these people <Ire:

"These sighing, crying ones had been hold-
ing forth the words of]ife; they had reproved,
counseled, and entreated. Some who had been
dishonoring God repented and humbled their
hearts before Him. But the glory of the Lord
had departed from Israel; although many still
continued the fonns of religion, His powerand
presence were lacking.
"In the time when His wmth shall go forth

in judgments, these humble, devoted followers
ofChrist will be distinguished from the rest of
the world by tlleir soul anguish, whjch is
expressed in lamentation and weeping,
proofs and warnings. While others try to throw
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a cloak over the existing evil, and excuse the
great wickedness everywhere prevalent, those
who have a zeal for God's honor and a love for
souls will not hold their peace to obtain favor
of any. Their righteous souls are vexed day by
day with the unholy works and eonvel"S<1tion of
the unrighteous. They arc powerless to stop the
rushing torrent of iniquity, and hence they are
ftIled with griefand alann. They moum before

God to see religion despised in the very homes
of thosewho have had great light. They lament
and afflict their souls because pride, avarice,
selfishness, and deception ofalmost every kind
are in the church. The Spirit of God, which
prompts to reproof, is trampled underfoot,
while the servants of Satan triumph. God is
dishonored, the truth made of none effect."
lestimonies, vol. 5,210-211.

We will need morc tllan an intellectual
knowledge of truth to save us. Sister White
writes, "Not all who profess to keep the Sab-
bath will be sealed. TIlere are many even
among those who teach the truth to others who
will not receive the seal of God in their
foreheads. They had the light of thlth, they
knew theirMaster's will, they understood every
point ofour faith, but they had not eorrespond-
ing works. These who were so familiar with
prophecy and the treasures of divine wisdom
should havt': acted their faith." Testimonies, vol.
5,213-214.

There will be none with carnal hearts
among God's sealed servants. We must tum to
God i:md accept His precious promise ofa new
heart, "And I will give them one heart, and L
will put a new spirit within you; and Iwill take
the stony heart out of their flesh, and will give
them an heart offlesh: that they may walk in my
statutes, and keep mine ordinances, and clo
them: and they shall be my people, and Iwill be
their God." Ezekicl 11:]9-20.

The Judgment

The final judgment is depicted in graph-
ic language: "Slay utterly old and young,
both maids, and lillie children, and women:
but come not near any man upon whom is
the mark; and begin at my sanctuary. Then

they began at the ancient men which were
before the house." Ezekiel 9:6.

Those who had great light, those who cried
"peace and safety," those who failed to warn
others, were the first to suffer the wrath ofGod.
Judgment began at the Lord's house, and nil
who were not scaled were slain.

"Here we see that the church-tIle Lord's
sanctuary-was the first to feel tlle stroke oftlle
wrath ofGod. TIle ancient men, those to whom
God had given great light and who had stood as
guardians of the spiritual interests of the peo-
ple, had betrayed theirtrusl. They had taken the
position that we need not look for miracles and
the markedmanifestation ofGod's power as in
fonnerdays. Times have changed. TIlcscwords
strengthen their unbelief, and they say: The
Lord will not do good, neither will He do evil.
He is too merciful to visit His people in
judgment. Thus 'Peace and safety' is the cry
from men who will never again lift up their
voice likea trumpet to showGod's people their
transgressions and the house of Jacob their
sins. TIlose dumb dogs that would not bark are
the oncs who feel the just vengeance of an
offended God." Testimonies, vol. 5, 2LJ.

As we see prophecies unfolding
before our eyes we must. realize that Jesus is
coming back very soon. Preachers cry
and safety" while their followers Slumber in
carnal security. Spiritual idolatry has invaded
our churches and driven the presence and
power of God from us. Soon tllOse who "sigh
and cry" over the condition or the church will
be sealed and the final judgments will begin.
Soon probation will close and every person's
destiny will have been decided.

Now, while there is yet time, we must
tum to Jesus and ask Him to take away our
camal heart and replace it with a pure heart.
Now, before it is too late, we must take hold
of the strength of God and put away impuri-
ty, worldliness, and idolatry.

"Now is the time to prepare. The seal of
God will never be placed upon the forehead
of an impure man or woman. It will never
be placed upon the forehead of the ambi-
tious, man or woman. It will
never be placed upon the forehead of men
or women of false tongues or deceitful
hearts. All who receive the seal must be
without spot before God-candidates for
heaven." Testimonies, vol. 5,216.

"I saw that the relllnant were not pre-
pared for what is coming upon the earth.
Stupidity, like lethargy, seemed to hang upon
the minds of most of those who profess to
believe that we afe having the last message.
My accompanying angel cried out with
ful solemnity, 'Get ready! get ready! get
ready! for the fierce anger of the Lord is
soon to come.' !' Early Writings, 11.9. 0



May God continue to bless all your activ-
ities. We arc so anxious to have God's name
vindicated before Ule whole universe. Thank
you for Ule pan you are playing in finishing
the work. Oh. what a glorious experience it
will be to hear our Lord say, Well done. enter
into the joys of the Lord! FC, Idaho

Your article in the March issue of Our
Firm Foundation entitled '''History in Tran-
sit ion" and your editorial arc excellent in
every way, to say the least. It has renewed
my faith as an Adventist. I have never read
anything any better-and coming at the right
time. WB, Ohio

I personally appreciate and praise God
for your ministry through Hope Intcmation-
31 publications. I am sending a donation of
$100 for that cause. Continue in Christ, for
His return is soon! VG, Illinois

I have really appreciated the articles by
Jeff Pippenger and Jeff Wehr in the last
Firm Foundation issues concerning Daniel
and Revelation and last-day event<;. We need
to be wide awake all these things. May God
help us to realize how late the hour is in
which we arc living. FJ. North Carolina

Please use the enclosed donation in
whatever way the Lord guides you. And
may He continue to bless your ministry.

JF, Virginia

We are enjoying the copies of your liter-
ature so much! Do we ever need the.o;;e
wamings and admonitions, along with mea-
sures of God's love! lG, Oklahoma

Please, may I continue receiving Our
Firm Foundation? I am not able to send
money, but I do not want to lose the sub-
scription you arc sending me. Thank you
for your work in waming others of these
last days. BB, Ohio

Responses From Outreach Literature
I would like to ask you if you could send

me an Earth sFinal Warningmagazine,Rome :'i
Challenge and the Great Controversy book.

I am a Presbyterian member, but am
touched with the messages in these copies
that I borrowed from an SDA friend. Please,
if you have them, I need them urgently!

TM, Malawi

Just a short note thanking you for all
your Bible study materials. Enclosed find a
couple of dollars to help you people out.
Would have liked to donate more to your
wonderful cause, but I'm out of work.
Thanks again for all your materials.

AM, Hawaii

I would love to receive your 24 pro-
phetic studies. J very much enjoyed the
Truth For Today studies. God bless you.

EG. Conncticlll

I read your pamphlet entitled Earth,·
Final Wl'lfIlillg and I was really impressed! I
would like to get a supply of them. If you
have them available. please, let me have
fifty or more, and I will be glad to pay by
check. KB, Florida

Other Letters From Overseas

Please, sir, I am a boy of 16 years of
age. The reason I am writing you this letter
is th3t I need your help in sending me the
English Bible. My problem is that I was a
Muslim and was under the devil's hand. I
was following the Islamic teaching, which I
saw could not help me, but [1 continued in
it] because of my parents, who always put
prcssure on me [0 worship. In scbool, a
friend of minc always preaches the good
news to me, saying that jesus Christ is our
Saviour because He came to die for LIS• .

I havc also soml.: Muslim friends who
have been converted to be Christians, but
don't have a Bible. Please, sir, if you have
some booklets or a video cassette on the life
of Jesus, please send liS some, but we are
more interested in the Bible. BN, Ghana

We receive from developing countries
many requests like the olle above for Bibles.
Ifyoll IIal'e all extra Bible (preferably KJV)
that yOIl could share with someone who has
/lone, please mail if to Hope International.

';Atlemion: Lirerature Assistance Dept."
Donations to aid in our efforts to send out
free literature may be earmarked .,Litera-
ture Assistance. .. EDt1URS

The magazines (Our Firm Foundation)
that you are sending me have been a good
help to me and to individuals I am sharing
them with. It is through literature that we
sprcad the word. Ours is to imroduce peo-
ple and get them into the literature. If possi-
ble please mail some marc magazines for
some morc people who have not received
them due to the scarcity of the ones you are
sending.

My work is preaching the gospel through
literature. I pass from house to hOllse.
preaching the good ncws and conducting
prayers. But the weakness I have Icamcd is
that most pcople-almost all-do nOI have
the literature they need to get the required
mes...,agc. In fact, the few who arc fortunate
to have books have very few. Many need
the Connict of the Ages series. These books
are of great need to people, but it is unfor-
tunate that most people are lacking these
books. They also lack most of the other
Spirit of Prophecy books.

I feel I should help these people, but
now I am requesting you to help send some
literature you may find so thaI it will help
me with the work [ am doing. When I pray
at someone's house, I should introduce them
to the literature and leave some with them.
Brothers. we are sailing in the most solemn
period of the world's history. We must not
sleep evcn a minutc. Let us wake up so the

Coming of our Lord Jesus will not
take us by surprise. 10, Kenya

Thank you for sending me your overseas
free gift of Our Firm Foundntiofl whkh has
infonncd me very much about present truth and
the time in which weare living. Ialso thank you
for the two packages of books which are a
blessing in our lives now.

I am writing this letter to renew my
request for Ollr Firm Foundation for the
year 1996. I have no money to contribute
toward the success and progress of your
work except my prayers to the Lord.

MM, Sudan
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Spirit ofProphecy
Special Offer

Special Camp Meeting Prices While Supplies Last*
There is no better time to make sure that you and

your family have the Spirit of Prophecy at your fingertips.

o Spirit ofProphecy Library g149.95
3 Volumes. Durable hardback binding. 52 of the "little red
books." Regular price: $169.95 (Save $20). Shipping: $12 per
set.

8 Spanish Spirit ofProphecy Library Sl09.95
2 Volumes. Dumblc hardback binding. 33 books. Regular price:
$129.95 (Save $20). Shipping: $9 per set.

c) The Study Bible $59.95
with Ellen O. White Scripture Comments. KjV. Center-column
verse references; EOW cross-references; Bible concordance;
and subject index of EOW comments. Regular price: $69.95
(Save $10). Shipping: $6 per Bible.

o

o

Order these books today from Hope International
(360) 832-6602/ PO Box 940, Eatonville, WA 98328.

o The nlustrated Great Controversy glO.50
This Great Controversy contains 190 beautiful photographs
taken by James Arrabito. Standard page numbers. Hardback.
Regular price: $14.95 (Save $4.45) Shipping: $1.50**

o Review and Herald Articles Sl05.00
All the Ellen White articles found in the six hardback volume,
are now in three convenient volumes. Flexible, plastic
laminated paperback binding. Regular price: $120 (Save $15).
Shipping: $12 per set.

o The Spalding-Magan Collection. .. S12.50
Private collections of five Adventist leaders. Stirring messages 0
from Mrs. White on education, finance, church government,
independent ministries, and much more. Hardback. Regular
price: $15 (Save $2.50). Shipping: $1.50**

*Get your order in the mail today! We must have your order in our hands by
August 31 to honor these special prices.
**Please add another $2 for shipping if your total is lmder $60.
Washington residents please add 7.6% sales tax to your total, including
shipping.


